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Banking Securely 


Banks and banking have been very prominently 
before the eyes of the world in recent years. In 


strange economic situation throughout the world the 


(not Heaven, but the kingdom of Heaven, Heaven's 
rule on this earth) “is like unto leaven, which a woman 
took, and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole 
was leavened.” That has taken place. A little leaven 
—the little leaven of legalism, the little leaven of 
Judaism, the little leaven of Ritualism—has permeated 
the three measures of meal, and the food of God’s 





that sanctifies and that makes them free. They are 
moving in a circle, always returning to the same 
questions, ‘and the same problems, and the same difficul- 
ties, year after year; the old wounds refusing to be 
healed. Because we are putting the outward in the 
place of the inward, we are in danger of remaining 
mere Pharisees, coming. indeed to “the Scriptures,” 
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everdraw our account. 


part was published two weeks ago in the Times. 


meeting ;.if the patronage of the world is accepted, and 
the -coming of the Lord as the goal, the hope, the 
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rapture out of this scene to our proper sphere, where 
our true joys are to be found, gets dimmed — what is 
that but the working of the leaven of the Herodians? 

It is a giving up of the proper hopes of the Church, 
and it is an attempt to make a millennium by our 
own wisdom and skill, reigning as kings without 
Christ, and without those members ‘of his body who 
share the rejection of Christ. 

Now that the mystery of iniquity is already work- 
ing, we know that there is One who hindereth, “until 
he be taken out of the way.” That is the secret work, 
as I take it, of the Holy Ghost in the Church; and 
again and again the Church has seen this blessed 
Hinderer at work, and we are seeing it— blessed be 
God! —in our day. This hidden Hinderer is at work, 
lifting up the standard against the enemy as he comes 
in like a flood, rebuking the devourer for our sakes, 
so that the Man of Sin may not be revealed before 
his time. I believe in revival; I am not a pessimist. 
Biessed be God, we may count upon him to revive his 
people. But let me, in connection with this, sound 
a word of warning. There were three great revivals 
in the history of God’s people Israel. After royalty 
had failed, judges had to be raised up upon the failure 
of the priests, and kings upon the failure of the judges ; 
and even the kings failed. Then God in grace post- 
poned the day of reckoning by sending revival after 
revival. 

We first get the Hezekiah revival, and we read 
that the result of that revival was that “there was not 
such a feast kept in Israel since the days of Solomon.” 
Now, that was a blessed revival; but that revival was 
followed by the Manasseh apostasy. Then God came 
in again, and sent the second revival in the days of 
Josiah, and the Josiah revival eclipsed the Hezekiah 
revival: for we read in 2 Chronicles 35: 18 that “there 
was no passover like to that kept in Israel from the 
days of Samuel the prophet,” going farther back than 
the revival that King Hezekiah was the means of 
bringing about. But the Josiah revival led to darker 
apostasy than Israel had ever seen—an apostasy that 
broke the heart of Jeremiah, and which obliged God 
to hand his sanctuary and his city and his people 
over into the hands of the Chaldeans. Then God 
worked afresh, and out from Babylon he brought a 
people whose hearts were stirred up. They had been 
sitting by the walls of Babylon, and hanging their 
harps upon the willows. But there came a revival, 
and the altar was built again, and the house of God, 
and the walls of the city. In Nehemiah 8 we read, 
“Since the days of Jeshua the son of Nun unto that day 
had not the children of Israel done so.” It was a revival 
that went farther back than Solomon or Samuel, even 
to the time when Joshua led the people across the 
Jordan into the land. And we know what that revival 
came to—the children of the remnant that came out 
of Babylon crucified the Lord of Glory. 

Now, what is the teaching for us? That there is 
a ripening going on simultaneously —a ripening toward 
glory and a ripening toward judgment; and that if the 
revivals that God sends ripen the wheat for the garner, 
they also ripen the tares for the furnace; and I under- 
stand that the ripening of the people of God for the 
rapture acts and reacts upon those who are tested 
by the revival, instimulating the process of corrup- 
tion. It took but three years of that beautiful, holy 
life the Son cf God lived in this world, to bring out 
all the hatred and enmity that was slumbering: in the 
hearts of the religious people of his day. It took 
but three years, though he went about doing good and 
filling the land of Israel with signs, for that cry to 
be heard, “Away with him! Away with him!” Why 
are we not a persecuted people? Because we are so 
unlike Christ. If we would yield ourselves up to the 
Holy Ghost to work out his glorious purposes in us, 
there would be not only a ripening of the Bride of 
the Lamb for the marriage, but also of the harlot 
Church for judgment. 

I state my solemn conviction that we are respon- 
sible that the coming of the Lord has been so long 
delayed. I believe the apostles were right in looking 
for the Lord to come in their lifetime, and we need 
not fall into the delusion of that writer of the book 
called “The Christ Has Come,” trying to get out of 
the difficulty by saying that because early Christians 
counted on the Lord’s coming within the bounds of 
their natural lifetime, he must have come to them, and 
fulfilled that blessed hope. But I say this, there has 
been a postponement. As Israel’s unbelief postponed 
their entrance into the goodly land by forty years, 
so has. the Church’s unreadiness postponed the coming 
of the Lord from century to century. 

Oh, dear friends, a scattered Israel is calling upon 
his slumbering Church to wake up; a groaning crea- 
tion is waiting for the manifestation of the sons of 
God, and says, “Church of God, wake up!” It is your 
unreadiness and mine that has postponed that blissful 
moment when the Lord will call up to himself those 
in whose bodies he can overcome mortality, having 
already in their characters overcome the corruption 
which they have inherited from the first man. As we 
yield ourselves to that power “whereby” —oh, the 
music of these words!— “he is able to subdue all 
things unto himself,” we shall make room for that 
power to change these bodies ef our humiliation, that 
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they may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, 
like unto that body of light which he now wears upon 
the throne of God. The believer’s life is a very seri- 
ous thing, in the light of what i have just ventured to 
state. Let us each learn how to become an Enoch; 
in the midst of increasing apostasy and deepening dark- 
ness, to walk with God, until the translation, that we 
may not see death. 















o n *.eWeese 
Wrens VA Seneeersaaas 
MMI 








The Teaching in an 
“Evangelical” Divinity School 


I wish to know about the Colgate-Rochester Divin- 
ity School. Are they “earnestly contending for the 
faith which was once delivered unto the saints?” 
Are their teachings Scriptural, and do they have 
teachers who do stand for the truth? I am very 
much concerned as we have a friend of the family 
who is attending. Some to whom I have written 
think it is Modernistic, but I was directed to ask 
you. If they are modernistic in their teaching, how 
much harm could they do to a young man who is a 
child of God and very sincere, but blind to false 
teaching ?—-A Michigan reader. 


The Colgate-Rochester Divinity School, at Roches- 
ter, N. Y., is committed to teaching that rejects the 
Scriptural doctrine of the inspired inerrancy of the 
Bible and other fundamentals of the evangelical Chris- 
tian faith, A recent issue of the Bulletin of this 
training school for ministers (a magazine of 168 pages, 
November, 1931) contains startling evidence of this. 
It is strange to read such statements in the publication 
of a denominational seminary that would doubtless 
call itself evangelical, yet it should not surprise us in 
these last days in which unbelief is rapidly increasing 
within the professing Christian Church in fulfillment 
of the infallible predictions of the Word that is being 
rejected. Here are a few statements appearing in this 
Bulletin of a school that is supposed to prepare young 
men for the ministry: 


The limited idea of God in many of the Psalms is 
a hindrance to their use in modern worship. The 
ancient Hebrew confined his God to Hebrew terri- 
tory. ... The national deity had a peculiar relation- 
ship to, and prejudice for, the Hebrews. He fought 
for them against their enemies. . . . It is to be hoped 
that we have outgrown such an idea of God. 


There are strange and uncouth depictions of the 
deity in certain Psalms which relegate them to the 
list of historic relics. . . . For example, that vigorous 
and imaginative poem, Psalm 60 (repeated in Psalm 
108), pictures God coming up to the help of his 
people with all the verve and swagger of a top 
sergeant. The deity of this Psalm is the “buddy” 


The two Psalms thus blasphemously described are 


those that contain such passages as the following: 
“Give us help from trouble: for vain is the help of 
man. Through God we shall do valiantly: for he it 
is that shall tread down our enemies.” ‘“O God, my 
heart is fixed; I will sing and give praise, even with 
my glory. . .. For thy mercy is great above the 
heavens: and thy truth reacheth unto the clouds.” 
Another statement in the Bulletin is this: 


Her [Christianity’s] Scriptures are the deposit of 
age-long community experience ard grew up out of 
the life of the religious community, as the scriptures 
of other religions did. . . . It [Christianity] is clearly 
an experiment. 


These two statements are in flat contradiction of the 
Word of God. The Scriptures are not the result 
of any “community experience” in any age or ages, 
nor did they grow up out of the life of any religious 
community, nor are they similar in any respect to 
the scriptures of “other religions,” all of which are 
false religions. On the contrary, “All scripture is 
given by inspiration of God” (2 Tim. 3:16), “For 
the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: 
but holy men of God spake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost” (2 Pet. 1:21). 

Nor is there anything of an experiment in Chris- 
tianity. The Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of 
God, was not proposing an experiment when. he said 
in comment upon Peter’s God-given confession, “Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living God,” “Upon 
this rock I will build my church; and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it” (Matt. 16: 16-18). 
Paul was not talking of an experiment when he said, 
“I know whom I have believed, and am _ persuaded 
that he is able to keep that which I have committed 
unto him against that day” (2 Tim. 1:12). John 
was not telling of an experiment when he said, by 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit: “And this is the rec- 
ord, that God hath*given to us eternal life, and this 
life is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and 
he that hath not the Son of Ged hath not life. These 
things have I written unto you that believe on the 
name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye 
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have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name| 
of the Son of God” (1 John 5:11, 12). 
The Bulletin says, again: 


Orthodoxy has had its day. . . . In a sense or- 
thodoxy was based on agnosticism, in that there was 
the assumption that it is impossible for man to come 
to the knowledge of religious truth without super- 
natural revelation. 


It is not “an assumption,” but truth declared by 
God himself, that “it is impossible for men to come 
to the knowledge of religious truth without super- 
natural revelation.” This is what the Holy Spirit 
says about it: “But as it is written, Eye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart 
of man, the things which God hath prepared for them 
that love him. But God hath revealed them unto us 
by his Spirit. . . . But the natural- man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are fool- 
ishness unto him: neither can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:9, 10, 14). 

“Orthodoxy” simply means true, correct thinking 
and teaching. When truth comes to an end, orthodoxy 
will have had its day—not until then. The Lord 
Jesus Christ said, “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life’; and Christ, who’is the truth, is “the same yes- 
terday, and to day, and for ever.” Until he who is 
eternally the truth has had his day, orthodoxy will 
continue. 

Two of the special lecturers at Colgate-Rochester 
Divinity School are Dr. Charles Clayton Morrison, 
editor of The Christian Century, one of the most 
liberal religious journals in America and outspoken in 
its repudiation of fundamentals of the Christian faith; 
and Dr. John Baillie, Professor of Systematic The- 
ology at Union Theological Seminary, the well-known 
— of destructive religious liberalism in New York 

ity. 

The Christian Century published an article last year 
entitled “How Far May Christians Diverge from 
Jesus?” The author, another professor in Union The- 
ological Seminary, named fourteen convictions and 
teachings of the Lord Jesus Christ concerning which 
he said Christians of today may part company with 
Christ. Among these fourteen items were the follow- 
ing: Christ’s belief in the demons and a personal 
Satan; his idea of final judgment and the future state; 
his doctrine of prayer, with its almost unlimited range 
of results; his thought about sin and its forgiveness; 
his belief about himself, both in relation to God and 
to man. The earlier items thus named this professor 
of “practical theology” says “are easily disposed of 
as first century categories, relatively unimportant.” 

It would seem evident from these and other facts 
that Colgate-Rochester Divinity School would not 
claim to be identified with the fundamentals of the 
historic Christian faith, although it would undoubtedly, 
by that strange emasculating of the English language 
which characterizes Modernism, call itself evangelical. 
Its teaching could, of course, make shipwreck of the 
faith of any. student who accepted it, as in the case 
described in the article published in THe Sunpay 
ScHoo, Times of January 23, 1932, “My Experience 
in a Modernist Seminary.” : 


—— 
Misquoted Scripture 


It is surprising how often Christian people fall 
into the error of misquoting Bible verses. Thought- 
less people—and even some otherwise thoughtful 
people —hear or read the mistake, and pass it on. 
It causes confusion and perhaps real trouble. The 
Times has published letters from readers pointing out 
commonly misquoted passages, as the Editors believe 
the publishing of such instances will help to safeguard 
the accuracy of quotations from the inerrant Word. 
Another interesting letter is given herewith: 


Our family was very much interested in “Bible 
Passages That Are Misquoted.” My husband is a 
minister, and together with our two oldest boys we 
made note of Bible verses we have heard misquoted. 
Those we recall particularly are: 


John 16: 8.—People often say, “And when he is 
come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of right- 
eousness, and of judgment to come,” instead of, “And 
when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, 
and of righteousness, and of judgment,” which is the 
correct reading. 


Ephesians 3: 20.—People say, “Now unto him that 
is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we 
can ask or think,” instead of, “Now unto him that is 
able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think,” which is the correct reading. 


1 Peter 4:8, last clause.—People say, “Shall cover 
a multitude of sins,” instead of “shall cover the mul- 
titude of sins,” which is the correct reading. 


Genesis 31: 49.—This is so often misquoted, and 
Christian Endeavorers are apt to say, “The Lord 
watch between thee and me, while we are absent one 
from another,” instead of, “Between me and ‘thee, 
when we are absent one from another.” 


2 Timothy 2:15.—People so often leave out’ the 
phrase “unto ”; while the verse reads: “Study 
to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word 
of truth.”.—An Idaho reader. 
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The “Shadow of a Great Rock” in the Arizona Desert. 


Seeing God’s power in nature and in the hearts of 
men on a trip in the Southwest 


By William A. Corey 











sensual 





and impressions of a trip by auto from Los 

Angeles to the Hopi and Navaho Indian reser- 
vations in Northern Arizona. The trip, which covered 
about two thousand miles, occupied most of «he month 
of October, 1931. 

I had two fellow travelers, Brothers Jack Tyler 
and James A, Price of the Church of the Open Door, 
Los Angeles. I am myself a member of Calvary Bap- 
tist Church, Dr. Frederic Farr, pastor.. The object 
of the journey, on my own account, was to gather 
materials for possible articles in THE SuNDAY SCHOOL 
Times. Friends on the reservations and along the way 
had been advised of our coming and were awaiting us. 

Needless to say the journey was an enjoyable and 
profitable one. The intensely interesting country tra- 
versed, the types and races of people met and mingied 
with, the missionary and evangelistic problems studied, 
the spiritual pulse beats quickened (on the visitors’ 
part, at least) —all these things contributed to make 
this trip an event that will long stand out on the page 
of memory. 

We started late one Thursday afternoon and drove 
to the home of Sam Brown, a brother-in-law of 
Tyler’s, who lives a few miles east of Perris, Cal., 
arriving there after the family had gone to bed. The 
next morning we spent a few hours in pleasant fel- 
lowship with Mr. and Mrs. Brown and their family 
of stalwart Christian boys and girls. 

From here we drove over the Beaumont divide and 
down into the famous Imperial Valley. We drove all 
that afternoon through this scene of Harold Bell 
Wright’s “Winning of Barbara Worth.” 


A Pencil Point on the Horizon 


One must visit this region to realize its vastness. 
The reclaimed and cultivated area is but the narrow 
fringe of what may be likened to the vast tawny or 
yellowish hide of some animal that stretches from the 
Salton Sea, extending its blue length along the moun- 
tains to the north and east, to the far-off Mexican 
peaks on the south and the ranges fencing off San 
Diego on the west. 

The feature that impresses one here, as does the 
desert everywhere, is its menacing, all-engulfing vast- 
ness. It seems to despise you in your littleness and 
yet to be intent upon swallowing you. The auto road 
which so dominates the spot where you happen to 
be seems to lose its importance as. your eyes follow 
it in to the distance. It decreases but the desert around 
it increases. Jt is wide and ample where you are, 
but it narrows to a few feet in perspective. Then 
it becomes a mere bridle path through the horizon- 
to-horizon wilderness; risfng and falling as it meets 
and passes the little coulees and ravines—an ever- 
narrowing path leading to nowhere! Then it narrows 
to a pencil point, then disappears entirely, swallowed 
up by the remorseless and unforgiving wild. ; 

But you do not stop and turn back when the pencil 
point disappears. Certainly not! You know that the 
pencil point is not a period. You know that that little 
black line goes on and on; and, if followed, leads 
somewhere; leads to some gas station where you can 
“load up” (at a pretty stiff price per!) ; to some all- 
but nameless town where there are people who -live 
and laugh and love and strive; to a stream of water, 
to the mountains, to some big town or maybe home! 

Now frankly, isn’t faith like that? Faith is the 
substance of the gas station, the town, the river, the 
mountains, your home, or what not that you can’t see 
but hope to get to. And so you stay on the road, keep 
your eye on the pencil poiut on ahead and just keep 
going. And if you are a Christian you will put your 
hand confidently in God’s hand, keep in the one way 
road called the Narrow Way, and keep on going on. 
“Leave the unknown future in the Master’s hand.” 

We camped the second night near Holtville in the 
Imperial Valley at a point 175 feet below sea level. 

The next day we crossed the Colorado River at 
Yuma, were duly looked over and tagged by the Ari- 
zona State officials and drove on. Our next objective 
was Casa Grande. 

The drive from Yuma to Casa Grande is past a long 
succession of lonely desert towns, past mountain ranges 
that cross and crisscross in every direction; past for- 
ests of “sajauara,” or giant cactus. 

These great cactus trees feature the Southwest along 
the Mexican border. They are often eighteen inches 
thick and from forty to fifty feet high. With their 
great, prickly arms reaching out and up on either side 
they make one think of men standing reverently with 
arms upraised in prayer. 

Exhibits of Afizona plants and animals, reptiles, 


Te article records a few of the many happenings 


The vast, silent desert, giant cactus, mountain 
ranges, and mountain lakes; isolated, faithful as- 
semblies of Christians, mission work among the 
Indians,— these were some of the evidences of 
God’s handiwork that Mr. Corey and two friends 
saw last autumn. A description of their trip 
is given in this article, which is the first of a 
series of “ Little Stories of a Great Salvation.” Mr. 
Corey has had an unusual preparation for writ- 
ing such articles. He has a teacher, a maga- 
zine and newspaper writer, a radical labor leader, 
and an atheist. But the Good News melted his 
hard heart, and for many years he has been de- 
voting his time to the Lord’s service. His true 
stories of real people will continue in frequent 
issues of the Times. 








and the like are met with along the highway. At one 
place we found a man who made pets of gila monsters 
and ‘side-winders, handling them as fearlessly as one 
handles a house kitten. He was not a Christian. His 
wife was. How glad she was when she learned we 
were Christians! Poor woman, she was spiritually 
lonely and hungry. I promised to send her some copies 
of THe Sunpay ScHoo.t TIMEs, 

We arrived at Casa Grande Saturday evening and 
spent Sunday and Monday with Mark Brown and 
his family. Brother Brown is another brother-in-law 
of Tyler’s. These brothers-in-law of our friend’s con- 
stituted a happy coincidence. It prompted the thought 
that if Tyler had only been thoughtful enough to have 
arranged for still more brothers-in-law and had dis- 
tributed them properly along the highway, how con- 
venient it would have been! But unfortunately he ran 
out of brothers-in-law at Casa Grande. 

Nevertheless, while we are on the subject, God was 
good to us in the matter of entertainment. For we 
put up our tent but four times on the entire trip — 
twice going and twice returning: When it wasn’t 
brothers-in-law in the flesh it was brothers and sisters 
in Christ. So we had much to praise God for, 

At Casa Grande we attended Lord’s Day services 
at Sam Bradford's First Baptist Church where Brother 
Tyler sang and told of his jail work in Los Angeles, 
and where we were all made welcome. I found here 
many friends of the TIMEs. 

Our next stop was Phoenix. Here Pastor R. V. 
Johnson (graduate of the. Bible Institute of Los 
Angeles) kindly gave us the use.of the social rooms 
in his Fundamentalist Tabernacle during our stay. 
We attended his inspiring services, rested, wrote let- 
ters and notes, read our Bibles, prayed, looked up old 
friends and made new ones,.and had a good time gen- 
erally. We learned much of the splendid and spiritual 
work being done here for the Mexicans of the great 
Salt River Valley by Mr. and Mrs. Mercado. Mrs. 
Mercado, an American woman, is a graduate (1921) 
of the Bible Institute of Los Angeles. 


High on the Ranges 


Leaving Phoenix we headed toward Flagstaff, a 
two-days’ drive over winding mountain roads and a 
picturesque country. This is the historic part of Ari- 
zona—a region of dark tragedy, Indian wars, mining 
adventure, border crime, and the like. 

The auto road from Phoenix leads past Supersti- 
tion Mountain (so named from Indian legends asso- 
ciated with it), and follows the old Apache Trail to 
the Roosevelt Dam and Tonto Basin. There are many 
clear blue mountain lakes along the way. 

We “Sundayed” at the little old (once) Mormon 
town of Payson; a place that figures prominently in 
the writings of a certain popular novelist. We camped 
in the public camp ground of the National Forest 
Reserve. Though the late season and the more than 
three-thousand-foot elevation made the nights cold we 
enjoyed every minute of our stay here — even to try- 
ing to sleep through the all-night symphony of bawl- 
ing cattle on near-by cattle ranches, and the barking 
of coyotes. 

While my companions attended a little Sunday- 
school in Payson and witnessed for the Lord I stayed 
in camp to catch up on my notes and writing. Inci- 
dentally we had our regular reading of the Word and 
prayer each morning. Also we gave away tracts and 
Bible portions and did personal work for the Master 
as opportunity offered. 

From Payson we began ascending the Mugeon 
Mountains, Arizona’s high central range. It is splen- 
didly forested and is still the home of much wild life 
—bear, deer, wild turkeys, and others. To the east 
was Battle Mountain where the Apaches made their 
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last desperate stand against the government soldiers 
and where, it is said, the troops made a deliberate ef- 
fort to exterminate these troublesome Indians, shoot- 
ing down bucks, squaws, and children. From the summit 
of this range, 7,700 feet in elevation, we descended 
gradually toward Flagstaff, passing Mormon Lake on 
the way. 

Failing to find the brother I had hoped to see in 
Flagstaff, we pushed on in the late afternoon over 
a beautiful road to Winslow where we hired a cabin 
for the night. 

From Winslow, “Gateway to the Painted Desert,” 
we struck north the next morning straight into the 
Navaho and Hopi Indian reservations, our main ob- 
jective. 

The next two weeks we spent in these wide-stretch- 
ing fields of missionary effort. Our investigations 
took us from Tuba City and Moencopi on the north- 
west to Keams Canyon and Indian Wells on the east 
and from the Little Colorado River on the south to 
pinon Flats and Chin Lee on the north. 

The ancient Hopi villages occupy a series of mesas. 
These mesas stretch in a line generally east and west, 
paralleling the Little Colorado some distance to the 
north. Between the line of mesas and the river lies 
the heart of the Painted Desert. 

Beyond the limited Hopi reservation lies in every 
direction the vast Navaho reservation, thirteen million 
acres of it, a territory as large as the states of New 
York and Pennsylvania combined; a land of treeless 
dry washes, pictured cliffs, and bald mountains; of 
buttes, cones, domes, pinnacles, and gulches. It is a 
fascinating land; a land of brooding memories, both 
of man and of nature; a land of tragedy and sadness; 
cold and wind-swept in winter, blistering hot in sum- 
mer; a land of surpassing beauty in the midst of its 
gaunt, stark ugliness; a graveyard of old bones, and 
yet a place of ever-springing hopes. 


Among the Indians 


We went from mesa to mesa, from village to village, 
and from hogan to hogan. We were royally welcomed by 
the missionaries and native Christians, and gazed at with 
the usual curiosity by the non-Christians. We. went 
everywhere we were allowed to go, shook hands with 
blind centenarians and bright-eyed babies; bought as 
many multicolored ears of squaw corn for souvenirs, 
baskets, dolls, and other trinkets as our purses could 
stand and our auto hold; translated our Christian mes- 
sage into the universal language of smiles and good 
will—the only non-native language most of these In- 
dians know —and had a good though strenuous time 
generally. 

A happy incident of my stay on the reservations 
was the all-too-brief visit Brother Stokely and I had 
with F. G. Mitchell of Indian Wells. Mr. Mitchell 
has spent the good part of a lifetime in Navaho mis- 
sionary work. He speaks and writes the difficult Na- 
vaho: language fluently, has done and is doing much 
in the way of translation, and knows the missionary 
problems here as few other men know them. His 
work for these Indians, by Bible school, tent evan- 
gelism, missionary trips from hogan to hogan and 
trading post to trading post, medical ministry, social 
center work, and the like, -covers the eastern part 
of this great reservation. He has lectured widely in 
the East on the needs of this field, often taking Indian 
converts with him. His work is maintained by the 
Woman’s Board of Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church. 

Mr. Mitchell has “lived the life.’ He has gone on 
the long, tiresome horseback rides across the brown 
deserts, slept at night in a dirty, smokey hogan under 
or on a lousy sheepskin; washed his face in the morn- 
ing in a skillet; eaten a breakfast that had been cooked 
in the same skillet — he has faced such things as these 
in order that he might preach the saving knowledge 
of - Lord Jesus Christ to these darkened and dying 
souls 
- We found Mr. Mitchell in his comfortable, cosy 
cabin high up on the sideeof the hill overlooking the 
trading post, government hospital, and other buildings 
of the Indian Wells Mission. Across the valley from 
the Mission, seen through his windows, is the beauti- 
ful mountain, “Bid-a-ho-che,” which means “red earth.” 
Away to the west is White Cone which in itself is an 
“eyefull” to the visitor here. 

At Indian Wells we met also Miss F. E. Edgerton 
of Canada; Mr. and Mrs. Lucas who entertained us 
at lunch, and their children; Pliny and Wilson Nez 
and their wives, Hopi Christians. 

Returning from Indian Wells that afternoon we met 
Mamalita Lewis, a young Navaho. Stokely knows 
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Mamalita who was a student at the Sherman Institute 
near Riverside, Cal. Mamalita was sad-faced. As we 
drove on aiter a brief talk Stokely told me this In- 
dian’s story. He was a bright fellow and had been 
doing well in school. He had his hopes and ambitions 
in the white man’s world. But he went home to see 
his people and the inevitable happened. They urged 
him to stay, to give up the white man’s ways. He was 
weak and he yielded. They married him to a “camp” 
or common girl of the tribe. When it was too late 
he realized that he had sold his birthright for a mess 
of pottage. 

The dreary hopelessness and drudgery of the tribal 
life overwhelmed him and Mamalita ran away, but 
not to his white friends. He was gone several months, 
Then he heard that there was a baby at the hogan, 
and the desire to see his offspring took him back 
again. And so here he was, an Indian again with 
nothing to look forward to but the dreary life of 
smoky hogan, sheep, dogs, the medicine man, demon 
worship, the fire dance, and all the rest of it. He had 
once seen the vision but had lost it—a typical case. 
Poor Mamalita! 

The high San Francisco peaks near Flagstaff seem 
to dominate the desert to the north for long distances. 
Those peaks as we returned to Oraibi on the evening 
I am speaking of presented a wondrously beautiful 
sight. The western sky was aglow with the disap- 
pearing sun. Venus, small and pale, was near the 
horizon. But the lofty peaks stood out in gorgeous 
splendor. Their western exposure shone with the 
blush red of molten metal, which merged quickly into 
a deep indigo blue where the shadows blanketed the 
hidden heights —a symphony of colors! 

Passing through the lower part of old Polacca while 
the twilight still lingered, we stopped the car for a 
moment to speak with an aged Hopi Christian and his 
daughter. There wasn’t time to get out, as we had 
many miles yet to go. So we talked with them as 
they stood by the car. The aged man’s deeply wrin- 
po leathery old face was alight with the joy of the 

rd. 

“Yes, I will pray for you,” he answered my request 
as we shook hands and started on. “I'll pray for you.” 

And when I learned of the snake dances that this 
Hopi Christian once took part in, the devil worship, 
the hideous ceremonials, I knew that here was the 
answer to the question, “Does missionary work pay?” 

The next day I was privileged to visit and take 
lunch with the young Hopi artist, Homer Quayawyma 
(“Badger goes along slowly’). 

Quayawyma worked his way through an art school 
in Kansas City. He has first-class ability, and has 
, done some notable landscape work. He painted the 
drop curtains for the theater in the government Indian 
school at Tuba City. His talent has been widely rec- 
ognized, and he was offered a year’s free instruction 
in Paris with all expenses paid. He refused the offer 
for reasons which I did not learn. But best of all he 
is a devoted Christian and a very modest and likable 
young man. He said grace in the Hopi language at 
- the table the day I was there. His sister, Mas- 
amumema (“chasing butterflies”), an educated young 
woman of about twenty, waited upon the table. Quay- 
awyma is also a musician and plays several instruments. 

At Moencopi Brother Price, who had not been well, 
‘was compelled to leave us and go home by stage. 
Tyler and I stayed out our program, and then made 
our return start. 

We were none too soon. Rain was threatening — 
rain that two or three weeks later was to turn to 
snow and announce the severest winter northern Ari- 
zona has known for many a year. 

I can take space for but one incident of our return 
trip. It has to do with money and gasoline and faith 
e—a trio of necessaries on any auto journey. In spite 
of the free entertainment by our good friends our 
purses had grown thinner and thinner until it was an 
open question whether we had enough left to get home 
on. The rains held off, the weather was fine (for 
‘Arizona!). But sunshine and good roads will not run 
an automobile. 

“How much have you, Jack?” I asked with some 
anxiety one afternoon as we neared the California line 
at The Needles. 

“Not a cent,” said my friend cheerfully. “The five 
dollars I expected at Tuba didn’t come.” 

My heart dropped a stitch. “I don’t believe I have 
money enough to make the grade,” I faltered. 

“Buckle your faith up another hole,” Jack admon- 
ished. “We'll make it all right.” 

At Needles we began watching the price signs at 
the gas stations. Twenty-five cents, twenty-two cents 
—and our gas was getting low. 

The last station we came to at Needles displayed 
gas at seventeen cents. That looked good, and we 
filled up our tank. 

Counting my poor remnants of change after paying 
for this seventeen-cent gas all I could make out was 
eighty-seven cents. Less than a dollar, and still six 
hundred miles from L. A. 

“Jack,” I began, “I’ve only —” 

“Give your faith another twist,” he smiled. “The 
foing is good.” 

‘+ We drove until nine o’clock and camped beside the 
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State Highway. What with a bitter cold night, only 
eighty-seven cents, a long way yet to go, and a moun- 
tain range to climb, it was hard to sleep much. 

We prayed about the situation the next morning. 
We reminded the Lord that he made the gas in 
the first place, and told him that we knew he could 
(yes, and would) get us home. Mentally, though I 
kept it from Jack, I began wondering if I personally 
knew anybody in any of these little desert towns who 
might, in a pinch, stake a fellow to a gas hand-out 
—or the price thereof. 

We started, and the very first gas station we came 
to was selling gas at twelve cents. We could hardly 
believe our eyes. Twelve cents! It looked like right 
at home. And way out here in the desert! 

We stopped at this twelve-cent gas place. The 
eighty-seven cents would not take us home, but it might 
get us to San Bernardino where — well, where we 
knew people. 

“Go to my partner there,” Jack told the gasoline 
dispenser when the tank had been filled. ‘“He’s the 
paymaster.” 

I paid the bill—and my heart jumped another gap. 
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I had about three times eighty-seven cents in my 
pockets. Where had all that money come from? 
Could I possibly have miscounted my change at 
Needles? 

We started on. Jack shouted and praised the Lord. 
“And thy shoe is not waxen old upon thy foot,” he 
quoted. 

“The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall 
the cruse of oil fail,” I added. 

It seemed as though from that moment every time 
I put my hand in my pocket my money increased. 
Anyway we had enough for all our needs. At San 
Bernardino I still had enough to buy each of us one 
of those new-style, V-8-cylinder sandwiches and a cup 
of coffee; and when, two hours later, we actually 
reached home I still had money; I had twenty-three 
cents, my door key, and two street-car tokens, to say 
nothing of a bank balance of one dollar and twenty 
cents. And if this bank fails and I lose that dollar 
and twenty cents I have a growing deposit in Another 
Bank that will NOT fail when the next test comes, 
even as it did not fail in this one. 


(To be continued) 








Their daily trials and joys as they 
distribute the Word of God 








With Our Mission Colporteurs in Belgium 


By Edith F. Norton 














It is not easy to go cheerfully on offering the Good News when one is abused and knocked about. But by the 
grace of God the many faithful colporteurs of the Belgian Gospel Mission are ‘‘ carrying on,’’ and God in his 
mercy allows them to rejoice from time to time in the fruits of their labors. Readers of the Times have been 

enerously sharing in this work for many years. Like most other Christian organizations, the Mission is feeling 
or the pressure of the hard times in which we are living. But Mr. and Mrs. Norton, the Directors, and 
their fellow workers have a buoyant and expectant faith in God, and they are cheerfully shouldering new burdens 
and looking to Him to supply ail their needs. ih and new friends who desire to help support this much needed 


work may send gifts to Charles G. Trumb 





, at the address given herewith. Those who would 


like to have a summary of the 1931 financial statement may obtain a copy by writing to the Belgian Gospel 
Mission, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia. 


6¢6YN ST. T—— I sell our Flemish journal Onze 

Hoop (“Our Hope”) to several families, and I 

go there every two weeks to deliver them,” writes 
one colporteur of the Belgian Gospel Mission. “In 
this place there is a woman subscriber to our paper 
who has always been very sympathetic. One day 
when I arrived with the paper, she called out hurriedly, 
‘No, not today, sir.’ Just at that moment the door 
flew open, and her husband jumped out, kicking me 
and raining blows*upon me. ‘Come back here again,’ 
he cried, ‘and I will twist your head off. Do you 
want to turn my wife against her religion?’ Leaving 
that house, I continued my colportage in the town. 
How the Lord blessed me that day! I was able to 
sell many papers and to testify for him. 

“This town is entirely Catholic. The priests have 
started fighting against us; they preach against our 
literature, go to visit their people to see if they own 
any of our books, and if they discover any at once 
order them burned. Four families that I have visited 
have become favorable to the Gospel, and one sister, 
the first in St. T has confessed that she is a sin- 
ner and has accepted Christ. 

“As I look back over my past year of colportage 
(1931), there is much reason for praise. During the year, 
despite the hard times, I was enabled to sell 709 New 
Testaments, 4,000 copies of Onze Hoop, and distribute 
Over 17,000 tracts, besides a great many Bible portions. 
Over 600 hours were spent in train travel, and I 
reached 277 different places.” 

This is typical of the colporteurs’ reports in the 
Mission, and what follows is made up of the interest- 
ing day’s records of a number of different workers. 

“When I first moved here to Dinant as colporteur, 
the people hardly dared look at us. Had they not 
been told that we wefe ‘dangerous people,’ and had 
not the priest preached from his pulpit against us? 
‘Beware,’ he had announced, ‘there are some new ar- 
rivals in our town. Refuse their Protestant books, 
which are unclean literature 2nd burn them ruthlessly. 
What a misfortune that Dinant should witness the 
arrival of these people here where I assured the Dean 
none of my parishioners would ever accept a Protestant 
tenant.’ 

“One night I had a visit from a lady who said: 
‘Sir, if what is written in your paper is true, then I 
am in the wrong, and this is why I have come tonight 
to buy a Bible.’ 

“In P—— I had a serious conversation with a seek- 
ing soul. Here some ruffians filled the motor and 
gears of my motorcycle with sand. 

“In C I sold a Bible to a lady who said, ‘I have 
wanted to buy one for a long time, but I did not 
know where to get one.’ 

“I replied, ‘That is why the Lord sent me. But 
tell me why you wanted one so much.’ 

“ ‘Oh,’ said she, ‘it is because Madam R., the lodge 
keeper at the chateau, gave me hers to read, but I 
had to give it back to her, and ever since I have 
longed to have a Bible of my own.’ 








“I went to see Mme. R. When I told her that I 
was bringing the Word of God to C——, she said, 
‘Praise the Lord that I should live to see this —I 
who have been persecuted for thirty years by my 
family because of my faith. I have remained faithful 
despite all. Pray for me, sir, and may God bless 
your labors.’ 

“This woman, Madam R., was brought to: the Lord 
through her uncle who was formerly a colporteur of 
Bibles, and was .at one time fined by the Tribunal of 
Dinant for having colported in the village of H is 

“After one day’s work I had only sold one 
‘Traveler’s Guide,’ but had a most interesting con- 
versation with two ladies. They said to me, ‘Now 
we know more than we have learned during the past 
forty years in the Catholic Church. You have de- 
stroyed forever all we formerly believed to be true. 
Tell us, we beseech of you where the Truth is to be 
found.’ 

“In A I tried to sell a New Testament to a 
lady. She did not wish to buy it. 

“Protestants sell such bad books,’ she said. 

“‘Let me read you a passage,’ I suggested. 

“When I had finished, she exclaimed, ‘Oh, that is 
wonderful, — wonderful !’ 

“In W—— I met a man who had a copy of the 
Word of God. What a joy it was for me to see how 
living and powerful is this precious Word! Here is 
the story of the way in which this man Joseph E., 
got his New Testament, many years before. He was 
at that time caretaker of the Catholic seminary at F.- 
lez-N. Having as part of his duties the care of the 
office of Abbé L., he saw this priest from time to 
time reading in a little book which he at once con- 
cealed whén the caretaker entered. This aroused in 
him an intense curiosity concerning the little book, 
so that one day going in when the Abbé was absent, 
he found the book and read several pages in it. What 
he read charmed him, and when he could secretly get 
a moment for more reading his interest grew. Later 
the Abbé died and his brother came to claim his be- 
longings. To this brother the caretaker addressed 
himself, begging as a great favor the gift of the little 
book. It was given him freely, to his great joy. Still 
later a severe accident befell this man, necessitating 








. the amputation of his leg, so he retired from the post 


of caretaker and returned to his native village of 
W—-— ‘I have read my New Testament through 
twenty times,’ he told me. He passed it on to others 
of his neighbors to read. When the local priest heard 
of that he offered him 200° francs for the book. But 
Joseph E. did not part with it, holding his treasure 
as above all price. When he met me, he joyfully 
bought another copy, saying, ‘Now I shall have a 
copy to pass on to others, without being deprived 
myself.’ I met several people in the village who had 
read this New Testament, and who now wanted to 
buy one for themselves. In this village I held an open- 
air meeting. 

“In I.-les-H., the sale went so well that I thought 
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the work would be easy, but I had just sold a New 
Testament to a woman when the priest came along 
suddenly, and seeing me, entered the house. The poor 
woman hastily thrust the book into a drawer. 

“*What are you selling there, sir?’ he asked me. 

“I showed him my stock. ‘This is the Word of 
God, Monsieur jie Curé, and if you want a copy it 
can be had for 3 francs or for 1 franc 50 cef- 
times |’ 

“He glared at me, and soon took his departure, but 
net before looking everywhere to see if any of my 
steck had been bought. When I left the house I found 
the whole village suddenly become hostile to me. I could 
not sell another book, and when I got to my bicycle, 
I saw that it had been knocked over and the foot 
rest was broken and the frame bent. 

“One day I went to see a bicycle maker, who I 
learned had .recently purchased a Bible. He had been 
in touch with some of our Christians and had _ be- 
come so interested that he bought the Bible to com- 
pare it with his Catholic books to see where the truth 
really was. My visit was not timely as the wife 
was ill, but the husband later attended one of our 
Bible classes. Upon his return he found his wife in 
a paroxysm of weeping because he had attended a 
Protestant meeting. She persisted in her grief until 
he promised not to return to our place of meeting. 


. The wife, however, joined her husband in his study 
. of the Bible, comparing and weighing what they read 


with the contents of their Catholic books, and this 
they continued to do for three years. At the end of 
this long time, both came to the conclusion that the 
Bible was true and that the teachings of the Catholic 
church were false. 

“At this time I went to their shop for a small re- 
pair on my bicycle. The shop was empty so I passed 
through to their living quarters beyond. As I opened 
the door to my amazement both husband and wife 
flew to me, seizing my hands and expressing the warm- 
est pleasure at my arrival. I was much surprised, for 
I could not but recall my last visit and the grief it 
occasioned the wife. ‘Are you both well?’ I asked. 
When they told me they were, I then asked boldly, 
‘What is the condition of your immortal souls?’ At 


_ this their faces shone with joy, and they replied that 


it was of their spiritual welfare that they were eager 
to speak with me. 

“‘But what do you mean by being spiritually well?’ 
I asked them. 

“‘Oh, Brother M.,’ said they, ‘since you last saw 
us we have both given our hearts to the Lord, and 
surrendered fully to him. We are now the happiest 
people in all the world. We know that our sins are 
forgiven and that our debt is paid by the precious 
blood of Jesus. We now have no more need of the 
priest or of the saints. We are fully convinced that 
our Lord Jesus Christ has accomplished everything.’ 

“These dear friends made me come in, and while 
they served me with excellent coffee, I looked about 
me. Not only were their lives and their countenances 
transformed, but their home also had undergone a 
renovation. All the pictures and images of saints and 
the crucifixes had disappeared from the walls. 

“A few days after this visit, this new brother in 
Christ went to see his parents to witness to them of 
his conversion. His joyful testimony was cut short 
by a furious outburst. The Flemish vocabulary is 
fairly rich in vituperative terms, and he was given 
full benefit of all. But what went deepest was when 
his mother forbade him henceforth to address her as 
mother and his father expressed himself in a like 
harsh manner. His brothers and sisters also told him 
that they would no longer recognize him as their 
brother. So, utterly disowned by his family and or- 
dered out of their house, he took his sorrowful way 
homeward, 

“Upon his arrival, his wife was awaiting him eagerly 
and her first question was as to how he had gotten on. 
He told his mournful story, and like a true Christian 
helpmeet, his wife set about comforting him. ‘Don’t 
you mind, husband,’ she said, ‘just let them disown 
us, if they want to, but they can’t put us out cf 
Jesus’ family. What we have found in Christ they 
cannot take away from us, and that the most im- 
portant thing for us.’ 

“‘Wait a minute, wife,’ answered the man, his face 
brightening, his heart already somewhat comforted, 
‘I believe I read something in the Bible about’ being 
disowned by your parents, sisters, and brothers; wait 
a minute until I see what it says.” The man took 
his Bible and made a long search until at last the 
passage was found: ‘Think not that I am come to 
send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but 
a sword. For I am come to set a man at variance 
against his father, . . . and a man’s foes shall be they 
of his own household’ (Matt. 10: 34-36). 

“See, wife,’ he said, ‘it is written there just as I 
have, experienced it; isn’t that a wonder?’ 

“‘But, husband,’ came the reply, ‘there is  stifi 
something more, read the next verse.’ 

“So he continued: ‘He that loveth father or mother 
more than me is not worthy of me.’ 

““How true that is, wife, we must love Jesus first 
of all, and how wonderful that he enables us thus to 
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love him and ‘to give him first place. A while back I 
should not have been able to do this. How mighty 
is the Lord to work thus, through our nothingness.’ 

“The following Sunday this converted’ coupie got 
on their motorcycle and rode to the nearest post of 
the Mission. What a joy was theirs to attend the 
Sunday service for the first time and to find themselves 
taken into the heart of a new family, a spiritual one! 
Returning home rejoicing, they found the husband’s 
brother awaiting him. Amazed, the man heard his 
brother invite him to his parents’ home on the day 
following. ‘But my parents threw me out of the door,’ 
he protested. ‘How then can they want me to come 
back tomorrow?’ 

“*Well, Oscar,’ replied his brother, ‘you know one 
speaks hasty words without thinking — anyway we beg 
you to come tomorrow, 

“The next day, therefore, this man went to the 
home of his parents, and was-invited into the kitchen. 
Then he saw what it all meant, and what a ruse had 
been used to bring him into this situation, for there 
waiting to receive him was the priest! While the 
father and other members of the family looked on, 
the battle began. Oscar has recorded for us the very 
date of this memorable encounter, February 18, 1932. 

“The father was the first to speak, and addressing 
himself to the priest said, ‘Is it not terrible that our 
Oscar has caused his old father and mother so much 
grief by becoming a Protestant, leaving his beautiful 
religion and the true church to go to the little Prot- 
estant chapel? You, sir, must convince him today of 
his error.’ 

“Thus appealed to, the priest turned to Oscar and 
said, ‘What is this I hear of your new beliefs?’ 

_ “Sir, replied Oscar, ‘I have become a real Chris- 
tian.’ 

“What do you mean by that?’ came the next ques- 
tion. ‘Have you joined an anti-clerical political party, 
or is it one of the sects, Lutheran, Calvinist, Re- 
formed, or Adventist that you are following?’ 


ait | 


“ ‘Sir,’ again replied Oscar, ‘these names mean no:h- 
ing to me. What I do know is that I have given my- 
self unreservedly to the Lord Jesus Christ and through 
his death I have forgiveness of all my sins, I know 
that I now have eternal life in him, and that I shall 
not be lost in eternity. Do you know this also, sir?’ 

“‘O ho,’ answeréd the priest, ‘you Protestants have 
an easy religion. You may do what you like now, even 
commit murder, and all because you can still get to 
heaven.’ 

“What a foolish thing to say,’ replied Oscar, ‘how 
could I or anyone betray the confidence of the One 
who has saved me from eternal death!’ 

“Then the priest turned to appeal, and endeavored 
to persuade Oscar to return to the ‘True Church.’ 

“But, sir,’ he could only answer, ‘I cannot go back 
to your church unless you can prove to me that I 
am on the wrong track and to do that, you must prove 
that the Bible is untrue. Only by doing that can you 
persuade me to return.’ 

“Shortly after, the priest took his departure, to 
the disappointment of the father, who had confidently 
anticipated the discomfiture of his heretic son, A week 
later, Oscar and his wife were visited by another priest, 
who arrived at the house badly intoxicated. He railed 
at and ridiculed the faith of this couple, but they re- 
sponded by a testimony so courageous and joyful that 
the priest speedily withdrew. The bicycle shop of 
this converted couple has become a radiant center of 
Christian activity. No one leaves the place, customer 
or salesman, without hearing the good news of the 
Gospel. A stock of Scriptures is kept there, and many 
Bibles and New Testaments are sold. When Oscar 
was asked what he would do if his business was boy- 
cotted, he replied, ‘I should go out colporting. But,’ 
he added, ‘I am not losing customers; rather they are 
coming in greater numbers than ever before.” 

How gladly do we record this, another blood-bought 
victory in Flanders, 


BrusseELs, BELGIUM. 





ene 


noe 
eee 





New Ways to Use the Sunday School Lesson 


How it may serve as a bond between 
church and school 














years of using for my message in my morning 

church service some subject arising from the im- 
mediate Sunday-school lesson, but not the lesson itself. 
This has strengthened my ministry as pastor in vari- 
ous churches —from rural to down-town city churches. 
My Bible concordance, my Chain Reference Bible, 
and my Scofield Reference Bible are used in the de- 
velopment of this important thought as found in the 
various Bible verses or passages. Possibly one pas- 
sage will be used for an expository message, but this 
is never the Sunday-school lesson Scripture passage. 
For example, when the lesson was “The First Dis- 
ciples,” my morning sermon subject was “A Success- 
ful Soul-Winner.” When the lesson was “Jesus and 
Nicodemus,” my sermon subject was an exposition 
of “The New Birth.” I try to fill my morning mes- 
sages with deep thoughts and Bible references. The 
spiritual members — and these are increasing in num- 
bers — seem to appreciate these morning messages. 

Occasionally the Sunday-school lesson has a verse 
or an expression that can start thought for an evan- 
gelistic message for the evening church service. For 
example, the lesson on “The First Disciples” contained 
the suggestive expression, “Come and see.” What 
a world of opportunity for evangelistic development in 
that text! Some phase or suggestion from almost 
every Sunday-school lesson can be the basis of an 
evening evangelistic message. 

The mid-week prayer-meeting can receive valuable 
help from the Sunday-school lesson. Each lesson has 
a devotional phase or point of view that is often largely 
incidental in the presentation of the regular lesson, 
and consequently overlooked in the class because of 
lack of time. Take that thought for a nucleus for 
the prayer-meeting meditation. It may be necessary 
to give the thought an entirely different Bible setting, 
to avoid repetition. The prayer-meeting can either 
review or sum up the previous lesson, or be preparatory 
to the coming lesson. 

The young people’s meetings, whether they are 
held on Sunday nights or on mid-week nights, can 
have a part in the study of the Sunday-school lesson. 
Important life questions often: arise out of the lesson, 
which cannot be considered in full in the limited class 
time. These make valuable round-table discussion ques- 
tions for the young people’s gatherings. These naturally 
will follow the Sunday when the lesson comes. 

Bible study classes during the week are always 
helpful in building a solid spiritual life and atmosphere 
in the church and the community. These, too, can 
make use of the Sunday-school lessons. They will 
take up Bible books or Bible subjects in a series. 


| Fok made a practice for quite a number of 
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For example, the Second Quarter of 1932 could have 
had the Book of Genesis for thoughts additional to the 
Sunday-school lesson. If characters were the line of 
thought in the lessons, “Bible Heroes and Heroines” 
would have made a good course for the study classes. 

Even the missionary meetings, including the monthly 
women’s missionary society meeting, the men’s or 
young people’s missionary meeting, the school of mis- 
sions, or any other form of missionary study, can 
receive help from the Sunday-school lesson. Take the 
key thought or one of the important thoughts of the 
lesson and then go to your missionary books, litera- 
ture, and magazines for missionary illustrations of 
the application of this thought. Missions will become 
interesting to an increasing number of people and the 
lesson will take on new light. 

The results that come from using the Sunday-school 
lesson in the church plans ..e many. Some of them 
are immediate and can be pointed out as distinct results, 
while others appear in time to develop an atmosphere 
in the church that is beneficial. 

An increased steady attendance at all the services 
where the lesson is used is one of the first results. 
The members of the school think less of leaving imme- 
diately after the session. They are eager to hear what 
their pastor has to say further on the lesson. Where 
I have also taught a Sunday-school class, I have pur- 
posely referred to some additional thought from the 
lesson, but stopped by reminding the pupils it would 
be developed more completely in the morning church 
service. 

The lesson is impressed on the minds of the church 
people so they remember it much longer and also 
try to live what has been learned. The sudden change 
from the thought of one service to the next has been 
reduced to a minimum. The church program becomes 
more unified and there is a stronger feeling of closer 
co-operation between the various departments of the 
church. 

This use of the Sunday-school lesson helps to solve 
many perplexing problems for the minister. The ques- 
tion of what to preach about, or what to use in some 
other meeting, is settled. The minister will have more 
time for pastoral work in the homes of the community, 
because of less time being required for the many studies . 
of the one lesson than for the development of that 
many different subjects. Also the minister will have 
opportunity to dig so deep into the various subjects 
that he can feel his own spiritual life growing as he 
works for the church. He will not be merely skim- 
ming over the surface with little food for himself, be- 
cause of lack of time at any one meeting. 

GosHEN, IND. 





378 * 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





I 
} 











LESSON 5. JULY 31. 
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THE GIVING OF THE MANNA 


International Uniform Lesson.—Exodus 16 : 1-36 


Golden Text.—Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights.—Jas. 1: 17 | 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 
the lesson helps is vs. 1-5, 14, 15, 35 


KinG JAMES VERSION 


1 And they took their journey from 
Elim, and all the congregation of the 
children of Israel came unto the wilder- 
ness of Sin, which is between Elim and 
Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second 
month after their departing out of the 
land of Egypt. 


2 And the whole congregation of the 
children of Israel murmured against 
Moses and Aaron in the wilderness: 


3 And the children of Israel said unto 
them, Would to God we had died by the 
hand of the Lorp in the land of Egypt, 
when we sat by the flesh pots, and when 
we did eat bread to the full; for ye have 
brought us forth into this wilderness, to 
kill this whole assembly with hunger. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

1 And they took their journey from 
Elim, and. all the congregation of the 
children of Israel came unto the wilder- 
ness of Sin, which is between Elim and 
Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second 
month after their departing out of the 
land of Egypt. 2 And the whole congre- 
gation of the children of Israel murmured 
against Moses and against Aaron in the 
wilderness: 3 and the children of Israel 
said unto them, Would that we had died by 
the hand of Jehovah in the land of Egypt, 
when we sat by the flesh-pots, when we 
did eat bread to the full; for ye have 
brought us forth into this wilderness, to 
kill this whole assembly with hunger. 

4 Then said Jehovah unto Moses, Be- 


Kine JAMES VERSION 


for you; and the people shall go out and 
gather a certain rate every day, that I 
may prove them, whether they will walk 
in my law, or no. 

5 And it shall come to pass, that on the 
sixth day they shall prepare that which 
they bring in; and it shall be twice as 
much as they gather daily. 

14 And when the dew that lay was 
gone up, behold, upon the face of the 
wilderness there lay a small round thing, 
as small as the hoar frost on the ground. 

15 And when the children of Israel saw 
it, they said one to another, It is manna: 
for they wist not what it was. And 
Moses said unto them, This is the bread 
which the Lorp hath given you to eat. 

35 And the children of Israel did eat 
manna forty years, until they came to 
a land inhabited: they did eat manna, 
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may prove them, whether they will walk 
in my law, or not. 5 And it shall come 
to pass on the sixth day, that they shall 
prepare that which they bring in, and it 
shall be twice as much as they gather 
daily. . 

14 And when the dew that lay was 
gone up, behold, upon the face of the 
wilderness a small } round thing, small as 
the hoar-frost on the ground. 15 And 
when the children of Israel saw it, they 
said one to another, ? What is it? for they 
knew not what it was. And Moses said 
unto them, It is the bread which Jeho- 
vah hath given you to eat. 

35 And the children of Israel did eat 
the manna forty years, until they came 
to a land inhabited; they did eat the 
manna, until they came unto the borders 
of the land of Canaan. 





4 Then said the Lorp unto Moses, 
Behold, I will rain bread from heaven 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


FTER the glorious deliverance at the Red Sea 
A and the glad song of triumph, Israel went into 

the wilderness of testing, and their praises of 
joy changed to murmurs of complaint. The first sta- 
tion was Marah, bitter water to mock their thirst — so 
they thought; it was not to mock them, but to stir 
their faith in him who delights to turn the bitter into 
the sweet. John Hay of South America, when he 
met the first fiery tests of missionary pioneering, 
asked God why he had not kept the promise to make 
the rough. places smooth and the crooked places 
straight, a promise that seemed to come as a personal 
message to him before he went to the field. The ten- 
der answer came, “My child, if you did not experience 
the rough and crooked places, how would you ever 
know that I made them smooth and straight?” After 
Marah came Elim, with twelve springs, one for each 
tribe, and seventy palm trees, perhaps one for each 
clan. Then the wilderness again, and hunger, with 
nothing but the sky above and the Pillar of Cloud — 
and Jehovah in both of them. Looking at the wilder- 
ness, and not at the heavens or the Pillar of Cloud, 
they sang the song of earth-born souls, in the minor 
chord of discontent,—a murmuring multitude of un- 
believers. God’s answer was the Manna. To learn 
this lesson of the Manna is to learn the secret of 
victorious living. 


The Historical Setting 


After crossing the Red Sea Israel went three days’ 
journey to Marah, identified with the modern Huwara 
(because of the bad water there), about thirty-three 
miles from “Moses’ Well,” the place of crossing. Elim 
was a few miles, less than a day’s journey, from 
Marah. (See Num. 33:8, 10.) Thirty days after 
leaving Egypt they arrived in the wilderness of Sin 
where the manna was first given. The year we have 
judged to be about 1491 B. C. 


Verse by Verse 


Exodus 16:1.—And they took their journey from 
Elim. They evidently stayed in Elim for several 
days, and perhaps desired to stay longer. 

Verse 2—The whole congregation . . . murmured 
against Moses and Aaron. It was unanimous. A 
month had passed since they left Egypt, and this was 
the third of their organized murmurings (14:11, 12; 
15:24). The fourth was soon to follow (17:2, 3). 
They were really murmuring against God, Moses told 
them plainly (16:8). 

Verse 3.—Would to God we had died by the hand 
of the Lord in the land of Egypt. Possibly meaning 
to die by a stroke of judgment as the Egyptian first- 
born were slain, instead of being delivered; or a gen- 
eral expression for a natural death by the will of God. 
When we sat by the flesh pots, and when we did eat 
bread to the full, Ever and anon their thoughts go 
back to Egypt, magnifying the animal comforts they 
had, and forgetting the hard bondage, even as they, 
when in t, magnified the physica! burdens and 
distresses. Ye have brought us forth into. this wilder- 


hold, I will rain bread from heaven for 
you; and the people shall go out and 
gather a day’s portion every day, that I 


land of Canaan. 
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ness, to kill this whole assembly with hunger. Had 
Moses and Aaron brought them forth, they would have 
perished with hunger (John 6:32). They refrained 
from blaming Jehovah directly. Moses tells them they 
will soon know that “the Lord hath brought you out 
from the land of Egypt” (v. 6). They keep harping 
on “this wilderness”; Canaan is not in their vision. 
A few weeks before “they sang his praise.” But “they 
soon forgat his works” (Psa. 106: 12, 13). 


Verse 4—Behold, I will rain bread from heaven 
for you. God’s loving patience passes over the mur- 
muring for the moment, and answers the need. The 
people shall go out and gather. God’s part is the mir- 
acle. We have our part. They were to prepare it 
as well as gather it (v. 23). A certain rate every day, 
or better, “a day’s portion every day.” What volumes 
of instruction are here! How easy for God to have 
supplied a week or a month in advance; but we are 
to live day by day (Matt. 6:11; Deut. 33:25). That 

may prove them. All the wilderness journey was 
a testing, as all life is a testing (Exod. 15:25; Deut. 
8:2, 3). Whether they will walk in my law, or no. 
The manna proved their faith to trust each day, and 
some of them immediately broke two laws concerning 
i: (vs. 20, 27, 28). 

Verse 5.—On the sixth day ... it shall be twice 
as much as they gather daily. Another of the mir- 
aculous features in the provision of the manna, and 
one that put God’s seal in a striking way upon the 
Sabbath as a symbol and a sign for his people. 

Verse 14.—When the dew that lay was gone up. 
The dew, significantly mentioned in connection with 
the Manna (v. 13), is one of God’s gentle and beau- 
tiful gifts; it was the first of the gifts mentioned in 
Isaac’s blessing of Jacob, and it is used in Scripture 





Manna 
By Amos BP. Wells 


HE manna was a small reund thing like hoar 

frost on the ground, and early in the morning 
light the heavenly food was found. The people 
knew not what it was, low lying at their feet, until 
the Lord Jehovah said, ‘‘ This is your bread to eat.”” 
The manna was a pleasant food, like honey to the 
taste, each gathered up an omer full, for there was 
none to waste. Each gathered up an omer full, 
naught lacking and no more, that all should have 
enough of it, and leaving nothing o’er. And if 
there was a greedy soul that gathered ampler share, 
or if some prudent, fearful soul for other days had 
care, the surplus manna rotted while the anxious 
gatherers slept,—a day’s supply for any day, and 
nothing more was kept. Save only for the Sabbath. 
Before that sacred day a double portion could be 
stored, and did not rot away; for man should have 
his Sabbaths, and all the he2vens as well, and lo! 
upon that holy morn no mystic manna fell.. God 
sends no more the manna, but other food he sends, 
as wonderful, as fitted to his creatures’ varied ends; 
and still he bars our human greed that it shall not 
avail, and still his sweet provision shall never, never 
fail! 





until.they came unto the borders of the 
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1Or, flake. *Or, It is manna. 
Heb., man hu. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council of Religious Education. 


as a symbol of favor and blessing (Gen. 27: 28; Deut. 
33: 28; Psa. 133: 3; Hos. 14:5; Mic. 5:7). 

Verse 15.—They said one to another, It is manna. 
Probably they said, “What is it?” as translated in 
the Revised Version. Others interpret the word to 
mean, “It is a gift,” and how beautifully appropriate 
either meaning is. The same name is given by the 
Arabs to a small, white, sweet substance exuded from 
certain plants in the coolness of the night during a 
few weeks of summer; it is a drug, not a food, and 
different from the manna sent from God in almost 
every respect. Yet it is interesting to note that God’s 
miracles are often linked closely with natural phe- 
nomena; he is the author of both. This is the bread 
which the Lord hath given you. Moses is evidently 
answering their question. The word means “food,” 
called “the corn of heaven” or “grain” in Psalm 78: 
24, “angels’ food” in 78:25; “he . . . satisfied them 
with the bread of heaven” (Psa. 105: 40). 

Verse 35.—Did eat manna forty years. What a 
miracle — forty years long! parallel with the miracle 
of guidance in the pillar of cloud. A land inhabited, 
meaning a land to be inhabited, that is, by them. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Jesus Christ the Bread of Life is able to satisfy 
completely and abundantly every need of every human 
heart every day in every place (2 Cor. 9:8). This 
is the message of the stupendous miracle of bread 
rained from heaven day by day for forty years. The 
God who delivered his people from the bondage of 
Egypt by blood and by power is the God who provides 
every need of his people in their earthly pilgrimage. 
Christ is the “true” bread in the sense of being the 
“real,” eternal Bread, of which the earthly food is a 
temporary type. Our part is to feed upon him by faith. 
Lesson Outlines 

Four PILGRIMAGE STATIONS 

1. Song of Joy at Baal-zephon (Exod. 15: 1-21) 

2. Cry of bitterness at Marah (15: 22-26) 

3. Refreshing springs at Elim (15: 27) 

4. Bread of God for “all the days” in the wilder- 
ness (16: 1-36) 

THE Manna—Gon’s Perrect GIVING 

1. The hunger and the cry: the wilderness test 
of faith met by murmurs of unbelief (16: 1-3) 

2. Bread rained from heaven: God’s gracious, 
abundant, satisfying provision, Manna: (1) Given 
daily; (2) Supply sufficient for each individual; (3) 
Man must gather and prepare it; (4) Obedience to 
re — provision; (5) A type of Christ (16: 
4- 

3. The Manna a testing and training in faith: 


Still walking by sight many disobey through unbelief 
(16: 16-20, 26-30) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Marah and Elim: Pains and Pleasures. Christians 
are appointed to tribulation (Phil. 1:29; 1 Pet. 4: 12, 
13; 1 Thess. 3:3). God’s method of meeting trials is 
to rejoice in them (Rom. 5: 1-5; 1 Cor. 10: 13; 2 Cor. 
4:7-18; Jas. 1:2, 3; John 16: 33). 

The Sabbath. The first mention of the word Sab- 


. bath is in Exodus 16:25. (Same root in word “rested” 
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in Gen. 2:2.) This six days of labor and one day of 
rest is God’s gracious provision for man and was prac- 
ticed before Sinai. 

Socialism. The apparently supernatural provision 
that each one received just enough manna for his needs 
does not teach a socialistic leveling of all men in the 
matter of material things. Paul quotes Exodus 16: 18 
to press home upon those who have abundance the 
duty and privilege of helping those in want. 


The Threefold Message 


Israel’s experiences are types and examples for 
Christians, and were written for our admonition (1 
Cor. 10:11). They should be studied to see (1) 
God’s personal dealings with them, meeting their daily 
physical and spiritual needs; (2) the place in the his- 
tory of redemption, taking the nation to Canaan to 
prepare the way for the coming of Christ and the 
giving the message of salvation and blessing to all 
nations; (3) types of spiritual realities to come. The 
Manna is a glorious type of Christ; see the Heart of 
the Lesson. 


Practical and Personal Applications 

Have you eaten the Bread of life? If not, you have 
not life (John 6:53). “He that believeth on me hath 
everlasting life” (John 6: 47, 35, 37, 40, 51, 54). 

Are you having daily victory? He not only has 
died to save from the penalty of sin, but lives to keep 
us day by day from the power of sin. He that eats, 
by faith, of this Bread, will never hunger. 

Keep the daily Quiet Time. As none could live in 
the wilderness without the daily supply, so Christians 
cannot go on without the food of the Word. Set your 
face like a flint to have a definite Quiet Time, prefer- 
ably the “Morning Watch,” at which you get a daily 
portion, a personal message from the Word. Pray 
first for the message, read a few verses or a chapter 
or more, trusting him for a vital message for yourself; 
then take time for prayer, — worship, confession, inter- 
— The Gospel of John is a good book to start 
with. 

Keep the Lord’s Day. Do those things on the Lord’s 
Day that will help most in making it His day, and 
avoid all that would take attention away from him and 
his service —except “works of necessity and mercy.” 

Trust for material needs. Philippians 4:6, 7, 
19 is a commentary on the giving of the Manna. If 
there is nothing ahead, trust. 

The Manna is intended for the perishing world. 
“Give ye them to eat,” is our Lord’s command to us 
with regard to the multitudes, especially the thousand 
million who are waiting for the Gospel. “Go ye!” 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truth 

Jesus is God’s Manna for man 

This present world is a wilderness and has no satis- 
fying portion for a Christian, except the gifts that 
come from Him (1 John 5:19). 

When Israel walked by sight he was blind — seeing 
only what was near —the wilderness (2 Pet. 1:9). 

Murmurers do not expect a miracle. 

God says to glory in tribulation, and Sophie “the 
scrub woman” reminded her fellow Christians that 
glory is not spelled “g-r-o-w-l.” 

Three days of Marah were followed by forty years 
of Manna. 

We wonder if they thanked Moses for bringing them 
to Elim. 

The curse of the hoarded manna is upon unshared 
and unconsecrated wealth. 

If we do not meet tribulation on our journey, we 
are on the wrong road. 

Complaints about the weather, and about anything 
else in- life, are complaints against God. Don’t be mur- 
murers (1 Cor. 10:10). 

The rain and the dew that descend from heaven are 
as definitely gifts of God’s love as was the Manna — 
and just as necessary! 

There is no wilderness in life not covered by those 
heavens from which the Manna rained. 

Cotumsra, S. C. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Trail and Trek.—Would to God we had died by 
... the flesh pots (v. 5). Iam in Uncle Sam’s Alaska. 
Have just come up snug and comfortable on a train 
over a railroad carved out of solid rock of the moun- 
tains overlooking that “terrible White Pass” up which 
in 1898 thousands toiled. Not only toiled and suffered 
but lay down and died. I am reading the description 
of that killing experience written by Mr. Robert W. 
Service, who was one of those who got safely through 
and over it thirty-four years ago. There are points 
of likeness and contrast in the Yukon trail and the 
Canaan trek. Both had a great goal ahead of them. 
The Children of America were headed for a Golden 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


3. July 17—The Passover .......... Exodus 11:1 to 12: 36 
4. July 24.—The Deliverance at the Red Sea. 

Exodus 13:17 to 1§: 21 
S&S July 31.—The Giving of the Manna ....Exodus 16: 1-36 
6. August 7.—The Ten Commandments, I. 


. July 17—The Passover 


Exodus i9:1 to 20:11 
. August 14.—The Ten Commandments, II. Exodus 20 : 12-21 
. August 21.—The Tent of Meeting ...... Exodus 32 and 33 
9. August 28.—Gifts for Building the Tabernacle. 
Exodus 35:4 to 36:7 
10. September 4.—Evils of Intemperance ............ Isaiah 5 
11. September 11.—Israel Journeying toward Canaan. 
Numbers 10 : 11-36 
12. September 18.—The Reports of the Spies. 
Numbers 13:1 to 14: 48 
13. September 25.—Review: Moses Honored in His Death. 
Deuteronomy 32 : 48-52; 34: 5-8 


on 








Land. The Children of Israel for a Promised Land. 
The one toiled and froze over treacherous snows. The 
other toiled and sweat over burning sands. The Klon- 
dikers were of all kinds and conditions of men, strong 
and weak, good and bad. In Robert W. Service’s 
“The Trail of ’98,” speaking of the men who made 
up the great company, he writes, “They did not realize 
that the trail demanded all that was in a man of gen- 
tleness, patience, and forbearance.” On the margin of 
the book I have written, “And is not this the same 
with all of life’s trails?” He also adds, “Poor human 
nature was strained and tested inexorably.” Relent- 
lessly, as ordinary folks would say. The Israelites 
had been ground-down, bricks-without-straw, boy- 
babies-drowned slaves. They were going through an 
experience that required the back bone of free men, so 
let’s not be too hard on them. God did not condemn 
them for this baby act. A half-breed Indian at Skag- 
way, in speaking of the crowds on the trail said, “Too 
much folk for grub.” So the rude food was rationed 
so all could have a little. But note how God handled the 
food supply of the trek (Phil. 4:19; Psa. 23:1). 


The Way It Comes.—I/t is manna. . . . Moses said 
unto them, This is the-bread which the Lord hath given 
you to eat (v. 15). 


Out here in Chester Valley, 
Arched by heaven’s bluest blue, 

Where the big white clouds each summer 
Come to see how well we do 


the “manna,” that small white oval thing, continues 
to fall with every summer visit of the aforesaid big 
white clouds. (Sub rosa—that is the first verse of 
a “poem” I wrote in my callow youth — “Don’t whip 
me this time; I’ll never, never do it again!) The 
Chester Valley “What is it?” or “It is a portion” has 
never ceased in the Valley since your Uncle Billy 


Penn got the great State from King Charles. “The 
bread which the Lord hath given you to eat.” Did 
you ever see and eat wheat shot out of guns? Puffed 


wheat they call it—do the same with rice — melt in 
your mouth. I have always fancied manna was some- 
thing like these “puffed” grains — oval “like coriander 
seed, white ; and the taste of it was like wafers” (Exod. 
16:31). The Lord has all sorts of ways of getting 
bread to his children. In our lovely Chester Valley it 
is sprinkled down from those big ciouds when they 
visit us. Here is a real quatrain I did not write: 


Back of the loaf is the snowy flour, 
And back of the flour the mill, 

Back of the mill are the wheat and the shower, 
And the sun —and the Father’s will. 


But out here in these rich California valleys the Lord 
has chosen another way to send the manna. The snow 
falls upon the mountains: The sun melts it, and men 
dam the waters and send it here, there, and everywhere, 
and as we rode along in our comfortable big bus the 
valleys were clapping their hands. Down in the South 
and away over there in Japan the Lord has another 
way for the rice fields. He fits the way to the need. 
That day with Israel it was an emergency, and God 
does it quickly with the dewdrop instead of rainfall 
and snowflake and mud puddle. If the need and emer- 
gency again arose with his children God would call 
the Angel of the Dewdrop to be his almoner (Psa. 37: 
25; Heb. 13:5, 6). Manna, of course, is the type of 
Christ as the other writers will nu doubt show. “The 
Bread of Life” (John 6:35, 48-51). 


“Manna.”—The children of Israel did eat manna 
forty years, until they came to a land inhabited (v. 35). 
As long as the children of Israel had no other way 


of obtaining sustenance God saw to it. When has God 
ever been unable to take care of his own? “Behold, 
the Lord’s hand is not shortened” (Isa. 59:1). I have 


just been with a missionary here in Alaska who has 
been on this same job eighteen years. Yes, eighteen 
years in this year of our Lord when most ministers 
are restless. Our pulpit at home is vacant. About 
three hundred applications for the place. This mis- 
sionary, and he is an able one, an author of popular 
books, has a little church (I was in it) made up of 
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white folks and Indians. He gets his modest salary 
from his “Home Board.” His home is comfortable 
and well-equipped. His aerial, hung from two high 
fir trees, gets all the radio there is— WJZ and 
WEAF — from the East as perfectly as the West. 
That is to say, the Master he works for takes all care 
of him in a perfect manner. Just compare him with 
that three hundred restless, ambitious, dissatisfied, 
changing brethren now (figuratively) camped on the 
doorstep of our church at home. This lone mission- 
ary has them all skinned a mile. I told him so as 
we walked the wooden streets of the littke Alaskan 
town. Everybody who was a native hailed him with 
a smile. The shopkeepers told me he was beloved by 
everybody. Yes, some of you have guessed it. I am 
talking about Dr. Robert J. Diven of Wrangell. If 
you want to give your boys good books get his 
“Rowdy” 1 and “Tim Towser”?. What I am try- 
ing to say is this: If Dr. Diven stays away 
up there in Alaska for forty years, the “manna” 
will be right out there in his front yard every day of 
the forty years—no, it won’t be salmon or halibut, 
either! I want every fellow who is doing the Lord’s 
work in Squedunk and the other away-off places to 
remember this also. If I were a minister and felt 
that the Master, to whose service I had dedicated my 
life, would not provide the “manna” for me as long 
as it was needed I would resign and take a job pulling 
a strap on a trolley car, or something, for I would 
have lost my faith. Say, don’t you know many of our 
best and greatest men have come out of the obscure 
parsonage, manse, rectory, or what you call it? 


CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
bd 


Object Talks from Science 


By Orville S. Walters 


Department of Physiology and Pharmacology 
University of Kansas 


Mr. Walters shares with Mrs. Low the lesson 
department “Teaching by Objects,” and furnishes 
frequent lesson illustrations from the field of science. 
Mrs. Low’s valuable object lessons continue as here- 
tofore, alternating with Mr. Walters’ articles. 

Teachers using these simple science talks, as many 
will wish to do, should note the following: 


1. Most of the materials can be purchased at any 
large drug store. The other items can be readily 
obtained elsewhere. 

2. All experimental procedure should be tried be- 
fore presenting in public to insure familiarity with 
results. 

3. While harmful substances have been used as 
seldom as possible, great caution should always be 
exercised in the handling of all materials. 

4. The applications drawn from each demonstra- 
tion are merely suggestive ideas, whieh will in nearly 
every case bear further expansion at the discretion 
of the user. 





MatTERIAL: Bottle of some: soft drink; package 
of corn starch, cane sugar, corn syrup, corn oil, 
or mazola, 











HIS is the time of year when many people are drink- 

ing soft drinks. How many of you, though, would 
like to live on them? Suppose you had to sit down 
to.meals, day after day, with only bottles of soft drinks 
on the table. Yet, if man were to try to build foods 
from the same materials which plants use for making 
our sugars and starches, that is probably the most ap- 
petizing food he could prepare. Soft drinks are made 
of carbon dioxide and water with a little sweetening 
and flavoring, a man-made product. These foods you 
see here — starch, syrup, oil—are also made of car- 
bon dioxide and water, but are made by plants. Just 
compare the delicious dishes which are made from 
these foods with a diet of soft drinks! 

Men may refuse to believe in the giving of the 
manna because it is a miraculous event, yet they must 
believe that plants make these foods for us from a 
gas and water, which is also a miraculous process in 
that man is not only unable to duplicate it, but he 
does not understand exactly how it occurs. 

With the extreme temperatures, the tremendous elec- 
tric power, and the terrific pressures available in man’s 
laboratories, he has never been able to prepare these 
basic food substances you see here, which have been 
synthesized so easily in the tiny cell-laboratories of 
green plants with the aid of sunlight. Who knows 
what causes the multiplication of cells which makes 
the plant push its way through the soil to the sunlight, 
and which causes some plants to give us luscious fruits, 
and other delicious vegetables, all with those mysteri- 
ous, health-sustaining substances we call vitamines? 
We are confronted on all sides with: processes hope- ° 
lessly beyond our power -to explain — the multitudinous 
miracles of life. 


LAWRENCE, KANS. 





1These books are published by Centpry Company, New 

York: “Rowdy” ($1.75), “Tim Towser” ($2); add 1s cents 
each for postage; may be ordered from the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, Philadelphia. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions 
is an unusual one, and accounts for their 
variety, stimulus, and searching cHarac- 
ter. They are written by several mem- 
bers of The Sunday School Times staff, — 
Mr. McQuilkin, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, 
and an Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. 
Lane. Have you tried assigning some of 
the questions to different members of your 
class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given on a later 
page of this issue? 


HAT immediate goodness of God to 
his people made their complaining 
about food particularly ungrateful ? 


2. What two names of Jehovah appear in 
close connection in chapters 15 and 16 of 
Exodus ? 

3. What further description of the manna 
is given in the Pentateuch ? 


4. Can you mention six miraculous things 
about the giving of the manna? 


5. How was the manna a type of Christ, 
as to its source? 


6. How was the manna a type of Christ, 
as to its smallness? 


7. How was the manna a type of Christ, 
as to its covering the ground? 


8. How was the manna a type of Christ, 
as to its use, or application? 


9. What did Christ say was the differ- 
ence in the effect of the manna on the Is- 
raelites and the effect of the true Bread 
on believers ? 


10. When is the Sabbath first mentioned 
in the Bible? What connection has the law 
of the Sabbath in the giving of the manna 
with the creation and with the later com- 
mandment ? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions -are 
given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


w 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 

tions for this department; one dollar 

is paid for each illustration accepted, 
and two dollars for the best one each week, 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of lessons for the 
year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten 
cents in stamps. Failure to note the condi- 
tions means that good illustrations are con- 
stantly having to be rejected by the editors, 
which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the ) seen text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses the 
Golden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also needed. 


Aunt Jane Speaks the Truth.—W ould 
to God we had died by the hand of the 
Lord in the land of Egypt (v. 3). Aunt 
Jane Smith, an old lady who, without 
any intellectual equipment to boast of, was 
exceedingly fond of moralizing over the 
aspects in which life presents itself, was 
calling on a neighbor who was _ con- 
valescing from a severe illness. “Well,” 
said Aunt Jane, when the usual condo- 
lences and congratulations had been ex- 
changed, “I’ll tell you what it is. When 
we don’t feel very good, then we think 
we are pretty bad off; but when we get 
worse, then we wish we were as well as 
we was, when we thought we was bad 
off?’ Which nobody can deny—From 
The Youth’s Companion. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


God’s Airmail Answer.—Then said 
the Lord unto Moses, Behold, I will rain 
bread from heaven for you (v. 4). In 
February, 1931, our district was reduced 
to a state of famine and there was yet 
another month to wheat harvest. We had 
helped many, but one day when the Chris- 
tians came for help we had to tell them 
we had nothing left. I told them that 
God was a prayer-hearing and prayer-an- 
swering God. They proposed to come 
and join in prayer each afternoon. On 
the fourth day of intercession I was 
called out of the meeting to see what 
was happening. Away in the north was 
a dark cloud approaching, and as we 
watched it crossed our district and rained 
heavily. It was not an ordinary rain, 
but a deluge of. little black seeds in such 
abundance they could be shoveled up. 


of the children of Israel in the wilder- 
ness who asked a similar question. The 
seeds proved edible and the supply so 
great it sustained the people until harvest. 
We learned later that the storm had arisen 
in Mongolia and wrecked the places 
where this grain (called kao liang) was 
stored. The seed was carried fifteen hun- 
dred miles to drop on the district where 
prayer was being answered.—From The 
Evangelical Christian. Sent by L. G. 
James, Toronto. 


God Is “Just the Same” in Japan.— 
Behold, I will rain bread from heaven 
for you (v. 4). In the village of Abas- 
hiri, Japan, lived an earnest Christian 
man. He had an orchard of one thou- 
sand trees, and upon these depended the 
livelihood of himself, and his family. One 
morning, great was his dismay to find 
that his apples, which were then half 
grown, were being destroyed by a peculiar 
worm. As he walked through the or- 
chard he observed that every tree was af- 
fected. What was he to do? He called 
his family together there in the orchard 
and they called upon God. Works were 
added to faith, and all through the day 
and until late at night, they worked, pick- 
ing off the worms and destroying them; 
but with the pests multiplying by the 
thousands, it became evident that all their 
efforts were in vain. In desperation they 
turned to God for help. Weary with 
the long strain they lay down on their 
straw mats for a little sleep. Returning 
the next morning to their orchards to 
begin another strenuous day, they were 
startled to see hundreds of strange birds 
alighting in the trees. All day long the 
birds stayed, eating up the worms, but 
never injuring the trees or the leaves. 
This kept up for three days in succession. 
In the evening of the third day, as the 
family walked through the orchard, they 
found that it was entirely free of the pest. 
God had vindicated the faith of his chil- 
dren—From The Revivalist. Sent by 
Ethel Jordan, Choma, N. Rhodesia, S. 
Africa. Prize illustration. 


Inactivity Is Not Faith.—Gather daily 
(v. 5). God gave the Israelites manna, 
but they had to gather it. There was a 
family discovered by a district nurse in 
dire want. Its members were suffering 
from lack of almost everything — from 
lack of commonsense even more than from 
lack of potatoes—the nurse declared. 
The walls of the room were covered with 
devout little motcoes, and the husband and 
father, a lusty fellow, sat at home all day 
reading the Bible, while his family went 
hungry. He rebuked the bustling nurse 
by saying, “The Lord. will provide.” 
What the man needed was not more faith, 
but more commonsense. If he had read 
his Bible a little more closely, he would 
have met with a passage which states 
that a man who does not provide for his 
own is worse than an infidel—Sent by J. 
A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


From the Late Thomas E. Stephens. 
—This is the bread which the Lord hath 
given you to eat (v. 15). “The writer 
has just been glancing through a recent 
issue of THE SuNpDAY ScHoot TIMEs, 
noticing the rich contents, and picturing 
to himself all the hours of sacrificial labor 
that went into this issue, and that go 
into every issue of the Times — the plan- 
ning for special articles, as well as for 
the regular departments, and the cor- 
respondence involved; the vast amount of 
reading and sifting necessary in order to 
get suitable material ; the constant “check- 
ing up” in each deparment; all the edi- 
terial and secretarial and clerical labor 
involved; the work in the book and ship- 
ping rooms, and in the advertising and 
publishing and circulation departments, — 
and all in order that you and I and thou- 
sands of others may be properly fed and 
nourished, at an expense to each of only 
three or four cents per week.” (“Lord, 
evermore give us this bread,” John 6: 34, 
added by the sender.)—From the late 
Thomas E. Stephens, in. The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Josephine A. 
Kinsly, North Tonawanda, N. Y. 


If God Forgot.—Every good gift and 
every perfect gift ts from above (Golden 
Text). If God forgot the world; forgot 





They asked, “What is it?” reminding us 
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sunshine, and change the night to day; 
forgot to make the flowers grow, forgot 
the birds and. bees, forgot to send the 
sweetness of the south wind in the trees; 
forget to give us friendships, forgot to 
send us rain, forgot to give the children 
play, forgot to soften pain; what would 
happen to this world and us? Would we 
still be gay?. If God should forget — 
forget for just one day ?—From the Phila- 
delphia Church News. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou hast given abundant evidence of thy 
loving purposes for those: who will obey thy 
will, We praise thy name today for thy 
providing care in all the days. If thou art 
testing us by thy gifts, may we not take 
them for granted, but recognize in them thy 
desire that we should be obedient and faith- 
ful to thy commands. Thou hast been very 
patient with our complaining. Forgive us 
for doubting thy care. Thy good promises 
have never failed. Thou hast never be- 
stowed upon us a gift which was not in- 
tended for our good,, and we come to thee 
in gratitude today for every gift of thine, 
especially those that have come to us when 
our need could not be met by any human 
effort. In these difficult days may we real- 
ize the direction from which thy good gifts 
come, and so place our dependence upon 
thyself as the source of our blessings, and 
the security offered to us in our time of 
need. We ask it in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—How like ourselves 
were the Israelites who growled and com- 
plained! How like ourselves they were 
when they wished they were dead in the 
land of Egypt, instead of wandering 
around in the wilderness hungry and full 
of fear instead of food! We sometimes 

REV AILING 


i OOD ROVIDED 


WHY SHOULD WE FEAR? 














act like that, and we prefer to trust almost 
anybody rather than God. What foolish 
sheep we are! How patient is our Lord 
in his care and his training of us! So 
many times we are troubled by doubts 
and fears, and then wher from his good 
hand our need is met, we are glad for a 
little time, and thankful, but when the 
next test comes we do not always re- 
member the Red Sea crossing. Let us 
learn to trust him fully, and not only for 
the provision for our bodily needs, but for 
those marvelous spiritual gifts which 
make it possible for us to live as Chris- 
tians, to show forth to others what he 
has done for us in glad testimony to his 
grace and power and providing care. Let 
us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
ve 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
General Theme for the Quarter: 
A Great Leader Choosing and Enduring 
-— by Faith: 

1. Moses enduring the second murmur- 
ing: (1) by prayer, (2) by faith, (3) by 
obedience. 

2. God providing for his people’s need: 
(1) miraculously,~ (2) freely, (3) abun- 
dantly. 











RA RACL Eo} delivered across 
the Red Sea, so unmistakably by 
God’s power and not man’s prowess that 
none could doubt him; supplied with 
“sweet” water from “bitter” springs; re- 
freshed by rest in a delightful camping- 
ground where were abundant springs and 
the welcome shade of palms—one ex- 
pects to read next of the Israelites that 
their mouths were filled with singing and 
their hearts with grateful praise to God 
for such goodness, and for such a leader 
as their great Moses was proving him- 





—for just one day — forgot to send the 


self to be. ut, instead, no sooner than 
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the journey is resumed (down the west 
coast oi the Sinaitic peninsula, since they 
could not cross the mountains that rim- 
med it, nor the open desert just beyond 
those hills) than we read of their re- 
newed reproaches against Moses, that he 
had brought them into this land to die 
of hunger! Their lot had been unbear- 
ably hard with imposed labor in Egypt, 
but at least they had “sat by the flesh 
pots” of that well-fed land! 

Read aloud to your girls the record of 
that first “murmuring,” just before the 
miracle of the dry sea (Exod. 14: 10-12), 
and then these words of complaint over 
their hunger (Exod. 16:2, 3), that they 
may note how much Moses had to endure 
from the very people to whom he was 
devoting his whole life, in a totally un- 
selfish service. Such, often, is the grat- 
itude of man—or his utter lack of it! 


1. But what do we find this man Moses 
doing in response to his own people’s 
unjust complaints? Just ask your girls 
to read the text and they will see him (1) 
at once going to God in prayer, (2) be- 
lieving what God told him as to his 
miraculous provision of food, and (3) 
obeying God in giving his orders to the 
people to the very letter. Do they read 
one word of counter-complaint? We hear 
him patiently teaching his people that 
they were in reality complaining not 
against their leaders (Moses and Aaron) 
but against God himself, whose explicit 
directions Moses was but obeying (Exod. 
16:6, 7). Surely Moses did in truth en- 
dure, by faith. 

_2. And then show your girls how glo- 
riously God recognized and honored this 
faith on the part of his servant Moses. 
Note the provision God made for these 
ungrateful people —the overflow of his 
love for them, beyond the necessary food 
to supply their daily needs. Your girls 
will be interested in (1) the miraculous 
character of this heavenly manna and 
every detail given concerning its appear- 
ance, taste, and nature, in this chapter. 
Especially should they note how God 
taught his people the law of the Sabbath 


| through the gathering of enough manna 


on the sixth day to supply their needs on 
the seventh also. Yet on no other day 
could they lay up a store for the morrow 
and find it usable. Ask them what fur- 
ther details about the manna they learned 
in their readings from the Psalms, as 
suggested in their “Home Study” of last 
week, 

Note, too, that this “good and perfect 
gift” was like all God’s provisions for 
his children’s needs: (2) it was entirely 
free — they did nothing to deserve it, nor 
could they earn an increased supply of 
it by any merit of their own. It was free 
to all alike, only so much as was needed 
in each case—no difference was made 
between the leaders and the people. (3) 
And it was always abundant — there 
never lacked enough “to go round’ on 
any day, nor did it fail to “fall” for them 
on a single day of all those forty years. 


Home Study 


Read this week, again, Exodus 16:1 
through 20:11. Can you find from this 
reading passages that show Moses’ choos- 
ing and enduring, by faith? 

Decatur, Ga. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham 


HIS week we are going to hear how 

God gave the children of Israel bread 
which came down from Heayen! Here 
in a desert, far away from any shops, 
were over two million people, and they 
were crying out for bread. Again and 
again God had shown them by his won- 
ders and miracles that he was the mighty 
God to whom nothing was impossi- 
ble, and yet every time they were in 
any fresh difficulty, they grumbled in- 
stead of going to God and asking him 
to help them. Were they not stupid 
and ungrateful? And yet how often 
we are like them! What should they 
have done? Well, just the same thing 
they did when their way was hopelessly 
blocked by the sea and Pharaoh's 





army was upon them: “They cried unto 
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Lesson for July 31 


the Lord in their trouble, and he deliv- 
ered them out of their distresses” (Psa. 
107: 6). 

Oh, why did they grumble? Do you 
remember what -God said long afterward? 
“Forty years long was I grieved with 
this generation” (Psa. 95:10). Always 
remember, children, that grumbling is a 
‘sin and grieves God. I knew a girl once 
‘who used often to grumble and say, “Oh, 
Mother, is that all you have for tea— 
jonly bread and butter and jam? I am 
so tired of it!” But when she grew up 
and went to Africa and saw people starv- 
ing, it quite cured her of grumbling. Do 
‘you ever grumble? The Lord Jesus hears 
_uis when we do and it makes him sad, and 
we do not want to make the dear Lord 
Jesus, who died for us, sad, do we? 

Now God heard the children of Israel 
grumbling, and though it grieved him, he 
was so kind, he sent them bread to eat, 
But it was not like the bread they used 
to eat in Egypt, for this bread had never 
been baked in earthly ovens. It came 
straight down from Heaven, and lay on 
the ground like drops of dew sparkling 
in the sunlight. It looked like a little 
white seed and tasted so delicious — just 
like honey wafers! The children of Is- 
rael did not know what it was, so they 
called it manna, a word meaning “What is 


God fed them with this bread for forty 
years! How wonderful he is! And yet 
was it any more marvelous than what he 
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is doing every day for us? Just think 
of how much food the people of America 
eat every day, and our heavenly Father 
supplies not only them, but also the whole 
world. “Every good gift and every per- 
fect gift is from above, and cometh down 
from the Father” (Jas. 1: 17). We should 
have no bread if he had not made the 
earth and the seed, and also the sun and 
the rain! All are his gifts —he provides 
them all. But as with the manna, we have 
to do with our little share and gather 
and cook it. Should we not always re- 
member to say: “We thank thee, Lord, 
for this our food’? 

he manna, children, was a picture of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The manna came 
down from Heaven, and so did the Lord 
Jesus; and he tells us he is “the Bread 
of Life.” Just as we cannot live with- 
out bread, so we cannot have everlasting 
life without the Lord Jesus Christ. Our 
souls must feed on him by loving him 
and reading and obeying his Word. He 
is the true life and if we are not his 
then we cannot have everlasting life. And 
just as you cannot eat for me, and I can- 
not eat for you, so we must each for 
ourselves take the Lord Jesus as our own 
Saviour. 

Teachers, do not think little children 
cannot understand these things. They 
can. A little boy said to his teacher, 
“Oh, I understand. Jesus had all the 
life in himself.” The Bread of God gives 
us eternal life. “If any man eat of this 
bread, he shall live for ever.” 

Perhaps the little ones could learn this 
verse: 

Thou art the Bread of Life, 
O Lord, to me, 
Thy holy Word the truth 
That savest me; 
Give me to eat and live 
With Thee above; 
Teach me to love Thy Truth, 
For Thou art love. 
—Mary A. Lathbury. 
Norwic#, ENG. 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson Is Taught This Week 
Beginning: “‘What is it?” 
Discussion: What is the best of knowl- 
edge — theory or experience? 


Objective: Testing Jesus by tasting 
(Psa. 34:8; John 4: 14). 














AY, fellows, in the anteroom to the 
office of an important business man, 
I am told, this sign was hung: 


WHAT Is IT? 
WRYy Is IT? 
WHAT IS IT TO ME? 


Every day there were many salesmen 
and seekers of interviews waiting their 
turn in the anteroom to see this business 
man, and I suppose the motto on the wall 
was to help them organize their sales 
talk from his point of view and consume 
as little time as possible. 

Anyhow, those are three pertinent ques- 
tions, and it is right to ask them about 
anything that is offered to us. When the 
Israelites arose one morning in the wil- 
derness and saw the ground covered with 
small white flaky particles, they were puz- 
zled. It was the first time such a thing 
had been seen on the earth. They ex- 
claimed, “Manna?” meaning, “What is 
it?” Two other questions would naturally 
follow: “Why is it?” and “What is it 
to me?” They soon found out. There 
was an empty feeling inside of them that 
helped them to find out. They were hun- 
gry. This was bread. When they ate 
it, the “manna” satisfied their hunger. 
Can’t you see them now, fellows, when 
they discovered what it was, how eagerly 
they gathered it up and ate it? Some, 
having eaten and found it good, ran to 
carry a portion to those who had not 
discovered it. 

Then some thrifty ones, fearing there 
may not be a repetition of the supply, 
store some away for tomorrow; but when 
they open it up next morning it smells 
bad, and there are worms in it; it has 
spoiled. It must be eaten on the day it 
is gathered; it won't keep. 





But why worry? The ground is cov- 
ered again next day, and there is plenty 
for all. And so the wonderful story 
goes. It is the record in God’s Word 
of how he sustained his people Israel in 
the desert wilderness when there was no 
natural means for them to get food. 

Fellows, Jesus Christ said, “I am the 
bread of life” (see John 6: 30-35). Your 
immortal soul must have nourishment or 
it will die. Jesus Christ is the God-or- 
dained and God-supplied food for your 
soul. The world we live in is, in a very 
real sense, a desert wilderness, for the 
things the world offers do not satisfy the 
spirit. They may seem to do so for a 
time, but sooner or later they fail utterly. 

The Israelites were skeptical at first 
about the small white particles they saw 
on the ground. Moses told them to eat 
it, for it was bread sent to them from 
God. They tasted it; found that it sat- 
isfied; then ate it regularly every day; 
with the result that they were nourished 
and made strong to meet the struggles of 
life and accomplish the journey laid out 
before them. 

Sometimes fellows have questions in 
their minds about Jesus Christ. He is 
offered as Saviour from the penalty of 
sin, and as the bread for spiritual life. 
It is all right to question this statement, 
but be very sure the inquiry is made of 
one who can supply the Truth. This is 
a spiritual matter which concerns the 
immortal soul and eternity; you cannot 
afford to risk the opinion of any mere 
man concerning it, no matter how skilled 
he may be in the arts and sciences, in 
biology, physiology, or philosophy. It is 
true that God often speaks to us through 
godly men, but we are not confined to 
them; God clearly proposes to speak to 
us, himself, by the Holy Spirit. When 
Peter made his declaration to Jesus: 
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God,” the Lord said to him, “Flesh 
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, 
but my Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 
16:16, 17). Saul of Tarsus inquired: 
“Who art thou, Lord?” He asked Jesus 
himself about himself; and he received 
a full and satisfying answer — an answer 
that he never had reason nor desire to 
doubt. 

One other way to prove the Bread, fel- 
lows, is to eat it. A fellow might hold 
a loaf of bread in his hand and yet starve 
to death ; but when he eats, he experiences 
satisfaction. He may not know why, but 
he knows the demand of his craving has 
been met. Who can explain a water- 
melon? The greatest scientist cannot tell 
how a tiny seed gathers from the soil 
and atmosphere the marvelous coloring 
and the delicious flavor, and sends it 
through a little stem to construct a globe 
of delight more than ten thousand times 
its own weight—a building that would 
baffle all the boasted skill of human en- 
gineering. Yet an ignoramus can eat a 
watermelon with as much enjoyment as 
you can. “But as many as received him, 
to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God” (John 1:12). It is not to 
them who understand the Bread of Life, 
but to them who receive him, that he is 
precious. 

Fellows, have you received Jesus Christ 
as your Saviour and Lord? I take it 
that you have. Then, this: open your 
Bible every day and feed on him — the 
Word. Ask a blessing, as when you sit 
down to the table to eat: “Lord, bless 
this food to my use—and me to thy 
service.” 


GreENsporo, N. C. 
oe 
This Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for July 31) 


1. They had only just experienced the 
sweetened waters of Marah and God’s prom- 
ise of sound physical health, during their 
encampment at Elim. See Exodus 15: 22- 
a7. 

2. Jehovah-rapha (I am the Lord that 
healeth thee) (Exod. 15: 26), and Jehovah- 
jireh (The Lord will provide) (Exod. 16: 
15), though the actual compound name does 
not appear in this latter verse, only the evi- 
dence that he did sufficiently provide for 
his people’s needs. 

3. See Numbers 11: 6-9. 

4. The raining of the manna from 
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»Heaven; the omer full for each individual ; 


the double supply on the sixth day; the 
preserving of the portion needed for the 
Sabbath, and spoiling of the portion kept 
on other days; the omer full kept perpet- 
ually, as a memorial, without spoiling; the 
ceasing of the manna after forty years when 
they came to the borders of Canaan. 


5. It came down from Heaven for man 
(Exod. 16:15). 


_ 6. Its smallness was typical of the humil- 
ity of Christ (Isa. 53: 2). 

7. The Lord Jesus Christ came to meet 
the need of the whole world (John 3: 16), 

8. As the manna must be received into 
the system to satisfy the physical need and 
give physical power, so ‘as many as re- 
ceived him, to them gave he power to be- 
come the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name” (John 1: 12). 

9. Those who ate of the manna died, those 
who take of Christ never die, never taste 
of death, — e. g., the manna was a tem- 
porary sustaining of physical life, type of 
the Bread that gives eternal life (John 6: 
49-51). 

10. The first mention of the word ‘“Sab- 
bath” is in the sixteenth of Exodus in con- 
nection with giving the manna. This would 
indicate that the keeping of the Sabbath, 
like the truth in back of the other command- 
ments, was known by Israel before Sinai. 
The word “Sabbath” means rest, the word 


used when God “rested” from the work of 
creation. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 323-327 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; 
and if questions are too personal for an 
answer in these columns, Mother Ruth 
will be glad to reply individually if pos- 
sible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: There is a problem 
confronting me, for which I feel I need 
the help of some one wiser and older than 
myself. I work in one.of the departments 
of a certain company. Sitting next to me 
is a girl of whom I am very fond. She has 
neither father nor mother, as both died ‘when 
she was quite a little girl. I myself have 
a wonderful Christian mother. I go to church, 
and I love my Master, though sometimes I 
displease him very much, not meaning to. 
I am very anxious to serve him and help 
others to know him better, too. 

I have spoken to this girl about him, and 
she has listened. I remember one day we 
were laughing as young folks will and I 
said to her in a joking way of course, ‘“‘Aren’t 
you glad I came into this department?” 
She answered, “Why, yes, of course, you 
kept me from going to the dogs!” It made 
me very happy, as I am very anxious to 
serve my Master. 

Now this same girl has started a club with 
three other girls, who, if I am not mistaken, 
are of the Catholic faith. They have formed 
this club with the idea of getting around 
to each other’s homes and getting acquainted 
with the families of the girls. They play 
cards and after that they have refreshments. 
As far as I am concerned, I don’t believe 
in cards. My father was very fond of cards 
and drink, and I know the misery it caused 
in our home. I told her about this, so she 
thought the best thing to do would be to 
give it up. Well, I didn’t want her to do 
that, so I suggested that we meet together 
and sing hymns, and then bring up a dis- 
cussion on cards and their effect on young 
folks. But she didn’t think it wouid do 
any good, for the girls can’t see any harm 
in what they are doing, as they are only 
playing to pass the time and to amuse them- 
selves. Now what would you advise that 
young girl to do? What could she bring 
up in a club like that, which would pass 
the time pleasantly, and yet be in accord- 
ance with her Master’s will? You under- 
stand the circumstances I hope. You see 
the other girls are of the Catholic faith, 
which makes it doubly hard. I have told 
her to sing hymns, study the Bible, bring 
up discussions, but the other girls aren’t 
interested in all that. 

She is anxious to serve her Master, but 
you know you can’t serve two masters. I 
told her about an illustration I heard one 
night, when I attended a Bible class, and 
the leader had been talking on the Beati- 
tudes, and she gave am illustration on this 
one: “Blessed are they which do hunger and 
thirst after righteousness: for they shall 
be filled.” She said: “A little boy was 
playing with his blecks, and he called to his 
mother, ‘I want a drink of water,’ but kept 
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on playing with his blocks, so his mother 
did not pay any attention to him. Again 
he called, ‘Mother, I want a drink of water,’ 
but still she paid no attention to him. At 
last he said, ‘Mother, I want a drink of 
water, and went and tugged at her apron.” 
The leader then said, “When did he get 
his drink? He got it when he was ready 
to give up playing with his blocks.” And I 
believe it is the same with ws, that if we 
really want to serve God, and he sees we are 
really in earnest, then he can use us; but if 
we just say we wamt to serve him, and keep 
on playing with our blocks he will know 
that we are not in earnest. Is not that right? 
—A BUSINESS GIRL. 


Y DEAR GIRL: There is one thing 

delightful about the Christian life, 
we do not need to get into any ruts. As 
soon as one problem comes up and is 
settled, we have the joy of getting closer 
to the Lord; and when the next one con- 
fronts us and a decision is to be made, 
we are ready for it. But every time, we 
find that, being joined to him, we can 
find the solution and can go forward in 
his ministry to accomplish things for him 
and glorify him. That is a wonderful 
life and makes ‘it worth living. 

Your light is shining in that office, but 
the Adversary would dim it or put it 
out if he could. But you are not going 
to permit it. You are going to take your 
stand, and you are going to shine brighter 
than ever. You cannot afford to play 
cards with those girls, because you are 
not of the world, and your influence 
would not be worth much if you did; and 
I can understand your desire to get in 
touch with them in their homes. But it 
will not be possible under their leadership. 
Now that the summer is coming on, I 
have wondered if you could have a lunch 
and go for a hike of a. Saturday after- 
noon, and talk of the “handiwork” of the 
Creator. Study the flowers one day; an- 
other time, the trees, and Jearn to know 
the different kinds by their bark and the 
difference in the leaves. Then take the 
stones, and see how many of the minerals 
you can learn; and then the birds, with 
their beautiful plumage and songs. Then 
lead the study to the Creator of all, and 
the love he had for us, and [| believe that 
before long you, would be studying Gene- 
sis. Activity is essential to a good time, 
and you must be bubbling over with love 
for your Master, and then it will be the 
overflow which will be catching. Do you 
remember these lines of Bonar? 

Thy soul must overflow 

If thou another’s soul wouldst reach. 

It needs the overflow of heart 

To give the lips full speech. 


You will have to be like the little girl 
I heard a minister tell about lately. She 
was at a prayer meeting where they were 
praying for a revival, and praying that 
they should be filled to overflowing with 
the Holy Spirit, and she prayed: “Oh, 
Lord, I am only a little girl and can’t 
hold very much. Will you please fill me 
to overflow? For I can overflow lots.” 
If your heart is full, as it seems to be, 
you can overflow, and you will win these 
who are not so in love with your Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. If you can get 
them to go out on these walks, and then 
go home with each in turn, you may not 
have so much of the home life, but per- 
haps enough to get your impressions, 
and to make your impress. You will be 


too tired for anything .but your refresh- | 


ments. 

Yes, you must stay away from “your 
blocks” after you have given them up, and 
Satan so often catches us who love the 
Lord arid gets us to do things we would 
not generally do, leading us to think that 
we shall thus catch the soul we are after. 
No, you cannot afford to go over to their 
side, for it would dishonor your Lord, 
and that would bring you pain, and lose 
them for his cause. 

I do not believe much would be gained 
by arguments, and yet you must be led 
of the Holy Spirit. If you have the op- 
portunity to quote Scripture, you will 
find that it will make an impression, and 
bring conviction. Only God can lead you 
in a matter like this, for there are souls 
at stake, and you must be careful in “fish- 
ing for men,” as it were, to have the right 
bait. He knows each of those girls, and 
it is a blessed opportunity to present your 
Lord to them. Keep in persistent prayer 
and get a few friends secretly to pray for 
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you and them, and God will lead and 
will answer. We know that, don’t we? 
He never sends us without furnishing us 
with the equipment. He is right there to 
do his part, and that is the important 
thing. “Salvation is a joyful sound,” but 
they do not recognize it yet; so do not 
be discouraged, but pray your way 
through and God will give you success 
in every endeavor begun in his name and 
carried on in dependence on him. 





Children at Home 





Spider Lace 
By M. Louise C. Hastings 


hg ‘sos by the nest of a little Field 
Sparrow was a clump of weeds, and 
just beyond stood a few old stones from 
a tumbled down stone wall that had once 
lined this part of the field all the way 
across. 

One morning when Mother Field Spar- 
row woke from her sleep, she saw that 
a visitor had appeared during the night. 
Right in front of her eyes she saw the 
most wonderful picture she had ever seen. 
At least, that is what she thought as she 
looked at it. 

Hopping from her nest to the grass 
she chirped, “Come here! Come here! 
See this visitor that came in the night. 
Such a wonderful artist has come!” 

Her husband, never far away from the 
nest, flew down in the grass. “What 
is it, my dear?” he whispered. “You 
seem very much excited about something.” 

“IT am. I am,” she twittered. “Just 
look at that picture hanging on that 
clump of weeds. How did it ever get 
there? Some one must have made it 
during the night.” 

“Well! Well! That is a pretty fine 
piece of work. It looks like lace,” said 
Father Field Sparrow. 

“Very delicate lace,” repeated Mother 
Field Sparrow. “Who could -have made 
it?” 

Now, as the Field Sparrows were talk- 
ing, the owner of that beautiful piece of 
lace, which hung from the clump of weeds 
across to the nearest stone of the old 
tumbled down wall, was watching them 
with her eight bright eyes. She was 
wondering whether her new house was 
safe or not,—for what the Field Spar- 
rows had called a piece of lace was the 
house of a very tiny creature. It was a 
spider web, which Mother Field Spar- 
row had seen, and the visitor to this 
place far from the road and the farm- 
house was a tiny spider. 

“Good morning,” she said, wondering 
d the sparrows would like to visit with 

er. 

“Good morning,” answered Mother 
Sparrow. “When did you come? I am 
very sure that we had no visitor when 
we went to sleep last night.” 

“While you were all fast asleep I came,” 
was the reply. “Every night I spin a 
web. The ropes to my web are so deli- 
cate that they seldom last over one day. 
Do you like it?” 

“It is very beautiful,” said Father Spar- 
row. “I think I will sing a song about 


' it,” and he sang a song that seemed to 


run up hill, so sweet and tender that the 
little spider was happy, and she knew that 
they would not harm her beautiful web. 

“Thank you,” said little spider. “I 
like your song. Now I will tell you my 
story.” 

Suddenly a fly touched a silken thread 
of the spider web. Like a flash she ran 
down one lane and then another to the 
fly who was trying to get his feet out of 
the silken threads. With her four pairs 
of feet and her mouth she bound him 
tightly with more silk, and then ran back 
to her “parlor” and waited. 

“Every night I spin a web,” she be- 
gan, “and then all day long I watch in 
my web for the flies and mosquitoes and 
millers that appear. This is the way I 
get my food.” 

“Don’t you go out hunting for food the 
way we do?” asked Mother Sparrow 
wonderingly. 

“No, I just stay: here in my ‘parlor’ 











Not Every Man Can Be 
A Great Preacher .. . 


But Every Man Can Speak a 
Timely Word to an Individual 


This is the central theme of that well-known 
book, which has just been reprinted— 


Individual Work for Individuals 


By Henry Clay Trumbull 


The book is not merely a narrative of per- 
sonal experiences in the line of effort for the 
spiritual welfare of others. It is an illustra- 
tion of what God is ever ready to do for one 
who will work for Him and for those whom 
He loves, as God opens the opportunity in 
his providence. 


It is a presentation of the best way of doing 
missionary work in the home and the foreign 
field, and an appeal for the doing of such 
work by all. 


Charles G. Trumbull says 
in the Introduction to the new edition— 


“Not only was individual soul-winning the great passion 
and purpose of my father’s life, but it is a significant fact 
that the little book now reprinted, in which he gave many 
of his typical experiences in telling others of Christ and 
earnestly seeking to lead them to Christ, proved to be the 
most influential of all the many books he wrote. It is 
welcome news that the great publishing house that has 
circulated for many years such an extensive literature, in 
. faithful adherence to the Scriptures and the work of evan- 
gelization, should now desire to reprint this book as a com- 
panion work to that other remarkable story of a soul-winner 
of the past generation, Uncle John Vassar.” 


YOU MAY HAVE A COPY 
OF THE BOOK 


if you will send us four Ten Weeks Get 
Acquainted subscriptions to THE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL TIMES at 25c each, to be sent to four 
of your friends. The book and four Ten 
Weeks subscriptions to the TimEs for the 
price of the book alone,—only $1. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COM PANY 


325 NORTH THIRTEENTH STREET, PHILADELPHIA. PA. 


JULY 16, 1932 
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Lesson for July 31 


and wait for my food to come to me. 
But when it comes I have to work fast, 
so that it doesn’t get away. I can feel 
the slightest quiver of the silk when a 
tiny insect touches it,” she explained. 

“Do you always make such a beautiful 
picture?” asked Mother Field Sparrow. 
“As long as you make a new picture 
every night, I should think that some 
pictures would not be so perfect.” 

“IT always do my very best every night. 
My web is always a perfect pattern, and it 
always hangs straight up and down in 
the air. It makes no difference if my 
web is broken down. I expect it will 
be. My work in the world is to make a 
perfect web night after night while you 
are fast asleep, so that I can catch in- 
sects during the daytime.” 

“I don’t see how you can make such 
a wonderful thing!” exclaimed Mother 
Field Sparrow. 

“Birds’ nests are wonderful, too,” said 
the little spider. “I couldn’t make one 
of those.” ; 

“That’s right,” sang Father Field Spar- 
row in his sweet up-hill song. ‘Spiders’ 
webs are beautiful and birds’ nests are 
beautiful.” : 

“And God gives us all a different gift,” 
‘whispered Mother Field Sparrow to her- 
self as she snuggled down closer to the 
eggs beneath her warm, soft body. 


DorcHESTER, Mass. 





With the New Books 








Does Kagawa Understand 
Christianity ? 


The Religion of Jesus. By Toyohiko 
Kagawa. (The John C. Winston Co., 
Philadelphia, $1.25.) 


{granted religious speakers and writers 
have given Mr. Kagawa a high place 
among prominent Christians of the world 
today. He is an author and lecturer of 
;note, and an indefatigable worker among 
‘the poor of Japan. In reviewing his well- 
‘known book, “Love the Law of Life,” 
‘Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times (May 10, 
+1930) called attention to the fact that 
‘he was then in charge of three churches 
‘in Japan, that he was largely responsi- 
‘ble for founding the Japan Federation 
‘of Labor, that he had written forty-five 
-books and was supporting his work in the 
slums through his literary earnings, and 
that he was conducting a “Million Souls 
for Christ” campaign. 

The title of this book is not the sort 

used by those who know that the Lord 
‘Jesus Christ is not the founder of a 
‘religion, but the Fulfiller of Old Testa- 
‘ment Messianic prophecies, and the One 
of whom it is written “when the fulness 
‘of the time was come God sent forth his 
Son” (Gal. 4:4). But when one under- 
takes to write sympathetically on such 
a subject aS “The Religion of Jesus,” will 
not His readers expect an accurate study 
of what Christ taught? Is this book a 
clear and accurate study of Christianity, 
based firmly on. the Bible? 
' Kagawa makes a great many unscrip- 
tural statements, of which the following 
‘are examples: ‘Christianity, studying 
man from the point of view of his sin, 
his pathological aspect, at the same time 
discovers a great power, that is, the power 
to save” (p. 25). (But Christianity is 
hot a study of man, and it does not “dis- 
cover” any power to save in this world. 
It presents to the world God’s offer of 
Salvation through Christ.) “The true 
deep meaning of redemption is that Jesus 
apologized to God for all the failures 
and sins of mankind, taking responsibil- 
ity for them upon himself” (p. 57). (This 
strange idea that “Jesus apologized to 
God” appears at other points in the 
book.) “To walk in prayer, continually 
asking receiving power from God, 
and aga¥nto transform this power into 
new actions of love, this was the religion 
of Jesus. It was the religion of action, 
of applying plaster and bandages to the 
wounds of society” (p. 84). 

The author’s comments on the Resur- 
rection would make shipwreck of weak 
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faith, Among others, he makes the fol- 
lowing statements: ‘We do not know in 
what form the Resurrection did come. 
Whether it was in the flesh as the Gos- 
pels teach, or in the spiritual body as 
Paul tells us, it makes no difference. 
Anyway, Jesus was truly revived in the 
hearts of the disciples. Here is the be- 
ginning of Christianity. If you want to 
take it as a superstition, you make take 
it so. But from this, as a starting-point, 
the Gospel of Jesus has spread over the 
whole world. If it is superstition to be- 
lieve in Jesus’ resurrection, the history 
of nineteen hundred years and of five 
hundred millions of people have been en- 
slaved by this superstition” (pp. 103, 104}, 
“The disciples believed that Jesus revived 
in the flesh when they themselves revived 
spiritually” (p. 104). 

One of the most shocking passages in 
the book is in the chapter, “The Rela- 
tion of Jesus to His Disciples.” Kagawa 
writes: “Jesus loved each of his dis- 
ciples. And also he often made jokes. 
Luther was a great joker, and Wesley, 
too, often used humor. For Jesus to say 
‘It is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle than for a rich man 
to enter the kingdom of God’ was certainly 
a piece of humor. And again, Jesus gave 
the disciples nicknames. . . . To Simon, 
Jesus gave the name of Cephas. These 
nicknames are a proof that Jesus used 
humor to some extent, and understood 
very well the character of his disciples” 
(pp. 124, 125). 

Kagawa certainly does not believe in 
the deity of Christ, for he writes: “Jesus 
thought that when the conscience is keen, 
God will naturally grow in the soul” (p. 
20). “Jesus felt intuitively that God was 
his father” (p. 27). “Jesus experienced 
God as the Forgiver of sins. Some peo- 
ple in their zeal for reconstruction, and 
impatient with all that obstructs, know 
nothing but hatred; they say, for example, 
there is no other way to stand against 
capitalism but to fight. But Jesus said, 
‘Forgive them!’ He knew that it is God’s 
will to forgive” (pp. 32, 33). “Jesus Christ 
spent all he had for his movement” (p. 
47). The false idea that Christ began 
a movement is repeatedly set forth in 
this book. 

Kagawa frequently refers to unbelieving 
philosophers and radicals, quoting from 
their writings and using the men them- 
selves as illustrations, without a word 
of warning or criticism. “Trying by 
himself alone to be the executive of both 
the judiciary and the administration, 
Moses became a sufferer from nervous 
prostration! Jethro could not bear to see 
this, and so proposed division of labor 
or decentralization. For the same rea- 
son Lenin found Russia hard to manage 
alone” (p. 53). (But why mention Moses 
and Lenin in the same breath?) “Charles 
Darwin, famous for his theory of evolu- 
tion, at the age of seven prayed for his 
sick dog to be cured. When he was a 
child he was not an agnostic evolutionist. 
It was so with Jesus Christ. He clearly 
believed in prayer as a power by which 
to rely on God, and not as a theory” (pp. 
63, 64). At times the comparisons seem 
almost blasphemous. 

There are numerous cases of faulty 
interpretation or careless reading of 
Scripture passages. Among them are the 
following: “But he [Herod] had built 
not only this house for the one God; he 
had built also a temple for a Greek god 
of love. Jesus saw that the real kingdom 
of God could not come until he had dis- 
posed of this representative idea of space 
idolatry. Therefore he said, ‘Destroy 
this sanctuary, and I will raise it in 
three days.’ The sanctuary of Jerusalem 
was a very huge palace built all of mar- 
ble in Greek style, and must have cost 
millions of pounds” (p. 81). But the very 
passage itself says, “But he spake of the 
temple of his body” (John 2: 21). 

Kagawa comments on John 14: 12, and 
at first seems to get the meaning of it, 
but then goes far beyond its bounds when 
he says, “But Jesus said that his pupils 
might not only come up to his level, but 
that they might become greater than him- 
self” (p. 108). It is true, the text says: 
“He that believeth on me, the works that 
I do shall he do also; and greater works 
than these shall he do.” But the mean- 
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ing Kagawa gives it is certainly not 
there. 

There is a certain spirit of warmth and 
love in the book, as for instance when 
the author exclaims: “I, too, want to 
say, ‘Lord, please remember me!’ and I 
believe that I shall be redeemed suffi- 
ciently by the cross, being covered by the 
shadow of the great sheltering wings 
of Jesus” (p. 99). “I am intending to be 
a friend of children and the aged in the 
slums to the end of my life’ (p. 116). 
“Disciples of Jesus must also have the 
spirit of loyalty ... I am a conservative 
in regard to good, and a radical in regard 
to evil!” (p. 117.) “I am not using mere 
words — empty talk —I am making every 
effort to live a life like that of Jesus 
Christ” (p. 126). 

There are five chapters under the fol- 
lowing headings: “The Knowledge of 
God” ; “Jesus and Men’s Failures” ; “Jesus 
and Prayer”; “The Death of Jesus — 
Its Before and After”; “The Relation of 
Jesus to His Disciples.” Not one is a 


. satisfying or Scriptural treatment of the 


subject. 

Mr. Kagawa is living a life of loving 
service for others, and he seems anxious 
to lead men into what he understands the 
Christian life to be. But his gospel is 
“another gospel,” such as those against 
which Paul warns the Galatians; and his 
latest book is a confused, unscriptural, 
and therefore dangerous study of Chris- 
tianity, 
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Prayer. By O. Hallesby, Ph.D. (Augs- 
burg Publishing House, Minneapolis, 
Minn., $1.) The Christian people of 
America owe a debt of gratitude to the 
Augsburg Publishing House for bringing 
to our country and translating this book 
by Dr. Hallesby, professor in the In- 
dependent Theological Seminary of Oslo, 
Norway, who is one of the foremost 
preachers and theological professors of 
Northern Europe. He has written a read- 
able and valuable book on prayer. The 
author says that he has had more of a 
desire to write this book than possibly 
any other that he has written, and yet 
he feels that it is hard to speak or write 
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about prayer. Most of us know so little 
about what real prayer is. The purpose 
of the book is to encourage Christians to 
pray more, and it is “a word to souls 
fainting in prayer.” It is impossible for 
a real Christian to read» this book and 
not. want to spend more time in prayer. 
It kindles a desire te have our seasons 
of prayer become real hours of rest to 
our souls as we come in our Saviour’s 
name. The book is beautifully printed 
and bound, and should make an accept> 
able gift for a spiritually-minded Chris- 
tian, 





The Young People’ *s 
Pray 
By John W. Lane, dt. 








Aug. 7. How Does Nature” Speak to Us 
about God? Psa. ig:1-6, (Consecration 
meeting.) 

Aug. 14. Our Father’s World. Psa. 8: 


(An outdoors worship program.) 

Aug. 21. Qualities of a Christian. Rom. 12: 
9-18; Phil. 4:8. 

Aug. 28. Why Do Some Approve of Christ, 
but Reject Organized Christianity? 1 Cor. 
3:1-7. 





Sunday, July 31 


Problems of Youth on Mission Fields 
(1 Thess. 1 : 1-8) 





Mon.—Families divided (Matt. 

Tues.—-Persecution (John 16: 

Wed.—Carrying 
1-4). 

Thurs.—Changing customs (Acts 19: 
20). 

Fri—A new way of life (Eph. 4 : 20-29). 

Sat.—Breaking with tradition (Phil. 3: 
I-11). 


10 : 34-38). 
1-4). 
the message (Acts 8: 


18- 











Why is it hard to break with one’s family? 

Why do the lives of Christians (so far 
below Christ’s ideal) create a problem for 
young people abroad? — 

What do youth on mission fields think 
about the Christian practice of war? 


R. CHARLES ERNEST SCOTT of 

China tells of a young Chinese girl 
whose life illustrates some of the prob- 
iems that young Christians have to face 
in foreign lands. She was born of heathen 
parents, and, as was the custom, was be- 
trothed while a baby to a heathen man. 
Later her parents became Christians and 
tried to break off the match, but were not 
permitted to do so. The girl, however, 
was sent to the mission school and given 
careful Christian training and developed 
a beautiful Christian character by the 
time it was necessary to turn her . over 
to the heathen family of her husband. 

Im tely the bitterest persecution 
began. She was not permitted to see 
any of her former Christian friends, and 
her heathen mother-in-law and her hus- 
band used every devilish means to make 
life a burden for the young girl. 

At length word came that she was dy- 
ing, and her brother, then a Christian 
elder in the church, asked Dr. Scott to 
go with him 4 make one last effort to 
see the girl. they neared the house, 
they met the suseead aan several of. his 
brothers coming down the road. With 
fierce oaths these heathens turned about 
and rushed back into the house, the hus- 
band exclaiming, “I’ll kill her.” 

When Dr. Scott and the girl’s brother 
reached the house they were reluctantl» 
admitted into the presence of the heathen 
mother-in-law. 
her a while it became evident that she 
had been touched by the sweet Christian 
character of her son’s wife. 

Finally, an unheard of thing happened. 
The mother-in-law asked the two men if 
they would like to see the young girl. 
This was just what they had been praying 
for. Of course they said eagerly that 
they would. 

They were led into the women’s quar- 
ters where the Christian wife lay. The 
heathen husband had almost made good 
his threat. Although the girl was on her 
deathbed, he had struck her in the throat 
with his fist when he knew the mission- 





ary was coming, hoping to make it im- 


: possible for her to: speak. 


she pointed to the other wives who had 


But after talking with 


As she recognized her brother and was 
told who Dr. Scott was, she asked that 
he might repeat to her first one and then 
another of the promises from God’s Word 
that had been her comfort and stay dur- 
ing her days of. persecution. She had 
treasured these in her heart, although she 
1 not permitted to possess or read a 

1Dk<. 

As she listened to the loved and familiar 
words, a smile came over her face, then 
she whispered as best she could, while 


about the bedside, “Tell them!” 
ith that she slipped away to meet her 
Lérdefor whom she had counted all things 
but refuse that she might know him. 
: og 

Does it not put us to shame who live 
in Christian lands, where every condition 
is made favorable for us, that we have 
not been more faithful in witnessing for 
our Lord and Master? It is difficult for 
us to realize the diabolical persecution 
with which heathenism meets every effort 
of young Christians to follow the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

In many heathen lands it is well-nigh 
impossible for native Christians to find 
employment. All too often they cannot 
obtain common justice when, for one 
enipty pretext or another, they are drag- 
ged before magistrates or tribal judges. 

There have been countless instances 
where young Christians have been beaten 
almost to death, then cast off by heathen 
tribes, or have been driven out of villages 
and’ left to starve in the wilderness or 
jungles because they would not renounce 
their Lord and Master. 

Then there is the great obstacle that 
the white man himself has put in the way 
of Christian converts in Gonites lands, 
As the white man’s trade and industry 
make their way into hitherto unopened 
sections, native Christians see that the 
white man often has no scruples against 
capitalizing their simplicity and ignorance. 
They see that there is a double standard 
of so-called Christianity,— one demon- 
strated and taught by the missionary, and 
another. exhibited by the business man 
and trader that do not check up with 
God’s Word. In his disappointment and 
disillusionment, the faith of the native 
Christian is either badly shaken or swept 
away entirely. 

Let us pray then for the young Chris- 
tians in mission lands, that may 
strengthen them and keep them against 
all the power of the Enemy, and that he 
may teach us the needed lessons from 
their devotion and steadfastness in the 
face of persecutions and difficulties such 
as we can only begin to appreciate. Let 
us do what we can to make our business 
dealings in foreign lands consistent with 
the faith that we profess. 
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For Family Worship 











July 25 to 31 

Mon.—Exodus 16 : 1-10. The Manna Promised. 

PRAYER SUGGESTION: Persia ts going 
through swift changes, inviting reaction. 
“The deep conviction, remarkable forti- 
tude, and witnessing courage of ithe chee: pasha 
is leading us on either to a4 
ment toward Christ or to a great perse- 
cution,” runs a recent message from the 
field. Let those who believe in prayer 
be frequent in remembrance of Persia at 
this time. 
Tues.—Exodus 16: 11-18. The Manna Given. 

PRAYER SUGGESTION: The Regions Be- 
yond Missionary Union sounds a stirring 
call for advance in the Congo field. Bless- 
ing ts marked in all the churches which 
last year received more than fifteen hun- 
dred new members. The principal sta- 


tion, Ikan, has four thousand communi- 
cants. The churches erect and maintain 
their own buildings, and supply with 


teachers 680 elementary schools. 
Wed.—Psalm 78 : 19-32. Persisting in Sin. 
PRAYER SuGGcESTIONS: Let us sustain 
with prayer fellowship Miss Constance 
Brandon, representative of the World Do- 









(Lesson for July 31) JULY 16, 1932 


Street, New York, that her messages in 
the churches from coast to coast may be 
greatly blessed, and that she may be used 
of God at missionary rallies and Bible 
conferences. 
Thurs,—Isaiah 55:1-5. Bread that Satisfies. 
Prayer Succestions: A Moslem Con- 
ference held in Jerusalem discussed the 
cultural and material prestige of the Jews 
and the success of Christian missions and 
a general weakening of Islam upon mod- 
ern youth. In Egypt the Jerusalem Con- 
ference findings were used to launch a 
virulent Arabic Press campaign and to 
stir the Government against mission 
schools and mission activity in general. 
There are urgent calls from the field for 
prayer. 
Fri.—Deuteronomy 8&8 : 1-3. Not by Bread Only. 
Prayer Suecestions: Let us praise 
God for blessing among the Barbari 
and other tribes (cast of Stanleyville) 
where the Unevangelized Fields Mission 
is at work, and pray for still greater fruit. 
Sat.—1 Corinthians 10: 1-7. Spiritual Food. 
Prayer Succestions: The Kurds in 
Iraqui Kurdistan are showing an inter- 
est in the Scriptures. From Kerkuk, in 
North Iraq, to the Persian border, large 
sales of Scriptures and distribution of 
thousands of Christian tracts have been 
effected among the Kurds, formerly fanat- 
ically opposed to Christianity. Let us 
praise, and pray that the Gospel may yet 
win greater triumphs. 
Sun.—John 6 : 32-4. The Bread of Life, 


Prayer Succestion: The Emperor ef 
eee has offered to build a hospital 

t Gondar, the ancient capital, to provide 
* native helpers and their salaries, and 
to-assist in providing medicines. He would 
require the Falasha Jewish Missions to 
secure a doctor and European nurses. An 
earnest appeal is made to the church in 
Britain and America for volunteers to 
utilize this opportunity to serve Christ’s 
cause in Ethiopia. Address the Church 
Mission to Jews, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 
London, W. C. 2. 
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